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Reverend and Spada Learned 


Dr Henry More, 


F ellow of Chriſt” s-Colleage in. 
Cambridee. 


© Honoured Sir, 
"Hat I preſume to intitle this Di- 
©. courſe, mith its affixed Annota= 
trns.to. your, Great Name , , promees 
from a real fenſe, that it is but your 
juſt due, who bave merited ſo much of the 
Tarun World, and whoſe Labours and 
Pains to advance all uſeful Knowledoe 
have been ſo mndefatigable ; more eſpe= 
cially m rendring the Chriſtian Dottrine 


in all its Parts ſuch as 1t ought to be, 
Ac; 2 that 
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Ba Dr and:whutever other piece af 
Ancient W1 dom .was-ever eſteemed, to 
adorn and eautifie the new Jeruſalem: 
and-parth berduſe. you were an integuate 
 Priend of the Reverend" Althor,* whuſe- 
Great. Soul could not take a with little 
and dnindling-Conceipts, but ſtrove to 
enlarge bis own. Mind with noble and 
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2M "On. me ks Chriſ, dixit ille 
_% * Magnus Apoſtolus, Gamaliele 'Przceptore 
* Wes dens, omnt tir; Judaica'-tum. Graca 
: by C  Boarink iqueapproſſ.& 5 Hy que Reli-' 
«cione Chri 1ana undique e rm habita, 
, gona! ſcandalo; Graxis hadib Indi rio, niliilominus:ſ] preta 
Fob qu. ; CHICE) Frans Paratusiſum. (inqur) | 
obis ph us cnet re vr gr tos Urbisiſtius, n 


| giſtrz, Philoſophios 

{ Ee Qnrores, aurora etiamſi 
* no defuers &bimet nghagr ſapientia. magnifice: plau- 
«dentes;/icanitprisineres. 6; Ignorantiz:tencbrisobdu- 
{ip 4p Dedtrinain Evangeboefiuliitie infimulant- 
| ©& ger amexchibent : Veruntamen fi.quis, ſepoſito - 
« orii-inordiotoaffectus: projudicart Opinione, rent 
*V {deeet;. finegrs: &1 incorrupto cJulſicio-mitimaverit, 
; ptr vom uynic ger {9 een Poten- 
Neo 1p ' a , 7 796 ap—n 
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_ In re Religionis intexvenit OY Rationig. 

"Ita eelgoiio & ſt Kehgio Chriſtiana ut de el 
Ratio'reddi } 

Paratum eſſe oportet Adel ſuz rationem reponere 
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10s;;Frcnmipim ec: Carnis fapientia,Deo 
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* #4; mamiriqn Ratiovinariqnes 8 diſcurſas iſticqui:Car- 

<-ni.6&; Cupiditatibis cngſtris /inſctviune; ! Hic oft ille 

<xſozaal} dhidplatac! qulyosrapit guguetifinr Jptniths 'Dei; 

«tultiria efimipſi ſuntyg's Arid yodfun; Jn: mhaameSs dve- 
* zeirrrae Is enim eſt hom6 Anilalis qui-ſenſtii6 
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*Hec eſt illa ſapientia food & faſtu turida,apud 
; cine Veebn Co cp thy 13 hiabetur. . Obſcura 
e ent Chrifti Viea' & probrofa Mors ridiculo ſem 


«erat Ahimo ut vidert ) Tabfnoriia Notion 
" elato ; : Hzc denique ft i Ia:  ovgiee xoJus TTY x z yrs 
© wy 4% 2516 Toru, Got at Tibus aut -vana A_ 
* opinione inedrixt agen Deus Ge quili- 
* bet 'vir fapiens. Nin reputzt Nltitiara Hijuc 
© tmiodi argvzult &. Ratiociiatiofes & Cipher nor _ 
© reQz Ratiotis fetus, ſed mentis Pn OCCHz- 
"pe ects x Pundlgi Ws, FE 
r ah ita |  Iacultatem 
© Animz humanz inf oo teen rationes, mu- 
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© tie afftiories re tak, nque ex alid arguit 6c. 
* cordtadit. Atque' Ration fi < RPE aip Religio- 
& nem Chriftiznam-rion adverlari. 
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«od Divinz Eypoſaſe & hint. Unus Deus; aut Divina 
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excedir, omnem etiam. 4 
*Hidetff, Er qui Ni per rſuadere conatur quod credat 
% oo niori TritelleQat eleit quid credir, fc vocabulis: 
uihuſdam apts di s & grande ilddam ſonanti- 
"bg quits ral raine "fit Mus in mey te reſpondet Con- 
us, "libimer *quifre imponit , diimque Myſterio 
b py fad, non Tee F8 fidem adhibere ſomniat, meras 
© conſeQatur Verboru Unibras, quibus) yelis ſubduQis, 
CE RR 02g Afi "ih 
©-* Rel; vero. ianam 'nihil_ con ere 
ret: Rationi x THpugtans ans; Himulque uſum ; ps 
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©qudFietz Ration t, aliquy pu es We 
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© mata! aut #terno ſilentio obruenda aut non fine hor- - 
©rore nominanda. Percurre. Vetera Concilia,..nullam 
© invenies hezreſin damnandam prius, aut omni magis 
*:dignam Anathemare. .  Ipſius Inferni Abyflus fi pan- 
© YJerentur Viſcera, nibil evomere poſſunt magis abomi- 
©nandum, aut blaſphemum-magis. .Enimverso fapien- 
© tia, Immutabilitate,. Bonitate reliquiſque quas ei attri- 
© buimus perfe&tionibus Depm ſpoliat ; Oninis Diſcurſits 
< Principia & Fundamenta evertit ; Omnia etiam Con- 
© traditoria probabilia reddit ; Omnem in Promiſlis 
©Divinis fiduciam deſtruit ; .Omnemqueſpem Ge. expe- 
« fationem future felicitatis profligat': quas omanes 
*Conſequentias ex hoc Principio naturaliter oriri alias 
* probavimus, & cuilibet - attentius conſideranti. facile 
©patebit. a a oo ne Fe Ren (54 7nd LR 
Razr vero, Quod Deus nobisejuſmodi inſereret 
© facultates quz tum falſz eſſe poſlint, cum clariſlime 
© & diſtiniſfime obje&a ſua pereipiant , adyerſatur 
* Bonitati & Veracitati Divinz, . Preterca.,fieri--non 
© poteſt ut Det quieguarn credendum, revelet, niſi hoc 
« prius. jaQo fundamento, facultatibus noſtris adhiben- 
: ow eſſe fidem; Nihil enim nobis a; Deo proponi 
© poteft niii ſit conforme alicui.facultati, :.-At fi tacultas 
fits em maxim clard & diſfind pereipir Objggtum 
* ſilt, nott eſt A Deceptione immunis, quomodg.nobis 
tinnoteſcet errorem hunc non cadere1n przſens id quod- 
©bnque: fic negotium, prexſertim fſi-Ratio facultatum 
© noſtrarum Princeps clare & diſtinQe. intelligat illud 
* eſſe: falſurn'quod nobis offertur ſub ſpecie Divinz Re- 
©velationis ? Hxc enim Revelatio accipienda eſt aut ab 
©Auditu aut alio aliquo ſenſi externo, aut denique ab 
© interns Tmaginarione. "At num non potiort jure exi- 
* ſkimanda erit illufio fi adyerſctur. clarz &,evidenti 
© Rationi, quam quod Ratio. poſtrs quz;in Ducem 6 
nk ae ©Dire- 
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(8) 
* DirWiriceth'a Deo collate tft Yecipererur in maxime 
«elaro'& diftinto Retum 'Coriceptu? Nati fi abjicia- 
« mus Rationem, nulla alia facultas duQrix reliqua eſt 
© trter ſenſumn” xternutm &juſque inclinationes Ry >" 
« ftultam Kverhque Phantafiam thfinitis Deceptionibus 


. 


* obfioxiam. Copatpoar Burge valere juſsa, annon 
© nofmer exponimivs ilfuſioni cujuſlibet fpiritds circula- 
« rorii qui preſtigiis fuis Divinam ſimulaverit Virtutem? 
<Quamiobrem , ft” Moſes legetn fuamr conſtituit ran- 
6 on Bobs was; uo! probaretur 'iquicunque fe 
«<34Mraret Prophetarh, thonens poptlum ſuum, quod i 
« quis figna-aut thiracula ederet non tainen ei auſcultan- 
*darmeffe, fi quid docerer legi iftiadverſum quam ipſis 
©X Deo tradiderat: An mori nos Pariter decet ad Legem 
« Naturz.,& Reftzx Rationis , que, ſtylo Adamantino 
« nentibus noftris infcripta eſt tahquam ad Normam Ge 
© RepuHin'thihintstiflacem revocare.omnes quicunque 
. <Divinim Authoriratem obtenderint ? (Obiter moneo 

"1 monent He de Rariohe Ticortupta, malis atfeCtibus 
ofiberd'& Ririths fant Tnmine colſytrars) Hulus abs. 
© tem Ducis guſpicio deftirnti, fieri potelt utconfidentes 
*quidem, Got rand mares at nullatenuscerti ſimus 
© res” imquanr via redtd_intedere. © Nec refert dixifſe 
*Raridherm polle guide judicinth terregn rebus bums» 
* nfs, hochtiagutiataitien in Divitiis, Etf com id veram 
«fit. de Ratione milis Pafllonibus, occxcata, & onwind 
*ocum reneatih iisrebus que 6bjecta ſahtporitis guſh 
* 6c ſenſds ititerni quam Rationis';” At Iecus ſe res: haber 
© ub; ſotius Ititellecitis aflletiſus requiritur. , Quicquid 
"enirti Exhiberir Explicits. credendum, *de'eo. primizm 
* fortttatidus'eft conceprus : de quocungque, autem con» 
< ceptur forrtianis, Ratioaut detegit tertinorum qui» 


*'bus-conftat-Hatrmoniam,: reique ipſius cum communi 
* aliqux Notione cotifenſutn z atque 1deo pronunciat 
21 4 5 ; 4 eam 


| ( 2.) 
* cameſle. yeram: aut deprehendit Terminos:eſſe-con- 
* traqiftorios & repugaantes, remque innato alicui Prin- 


F po & Diametro oppoſitam, atque ita judicat eameſſe 
6 n: Aut cernit 'Terminos eſle partim concordes, 
© partim Diflenos, aut nullam omnino ad invicem Rehla- 
© ttonem habere : atque hinc affirmat rem aut proba- 
* bilem. aut. poſſibilem. Et. fi quod ingens Miraculunt 
© edatur ad confirmandam alteram five probabilitatis 
* ſive poſlibilitatis partem, tum demum Ratioccalcutunt 
* ſuurn adjiciet, fidem eſſe adhibendam. V. g. Finga- 
* mus quod jam fatum eſt, quendam Maria ac Terras 
© ambientem, huic negotio intentum ut doceat atque 
© inſtruat humanum Genus in ſuo erga Deum atque 
© homines officio, xternam Beatitudinem ſub conditione 
© obedicntiz pollicentem, ipſo interim degente vitam 
* inoffenſam atque innocentiſſimam ; . 6 fimul ſeipſaum 
* prdicante tanquam Legiſlatorem a Deo. miſſum, 8c 
© quod omnis Poteſtas cum in Terris tum etiam in Caelis 
© ei delata fit, & quod ipſius interventu omnes preces 6: 
* gratiarum aCtiones. ſunt Deo offerend:zr : Nibil hic ha- 
* betur contraditorium, aut Naturz Principiis repug- 
© nans. Facile tamen. ſuſpicatur Ratio ſubiciſe aliquam 
« ſupexbiam & Diviai Nominis 6& cultus afteftationem. 
© At vero {1quod nude ſpetatum poſlibile videtur, fue- 
© rit DivinaPotentia conſfignatum, hujus Do@rinz Au- 
* thore hujuſmodi miracula edente, qualia nemo. hacte- 
© nus vidit Mortalium,. Ratio extemplo in eam fenten- 
© tiam 1bit, rem efſe admodum: credibilem : Atqui ſi 
© hic homo docuiſſer aliquid: Redtz Rationis Dictamini 
* adverſum, fi introduxiſitt Doctrinam impiam Ge pro- 
* fanam,, aut efirznem vivendi:iliceatiam , & iifdem 
© miraculis ide extorquere ſategiſkt, ſex Deomiſſum 
© ut. hujuſmodi, nabis: perſuaderet, Rationoſtra ſuggel- 
< ſilſer+ iJico. fuiſſe eum Impoſtorem &6::'Deceptorem : 
| ok B 2 quo- 
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© quoniant nihil Legi Naturz aut ReQtz Rationi contra- 
« rity ÞDeo/autiquoquitth-Divinam Authoritztem ob- 
© tinente promulgari poteſt./- Etlicet-urgert polſtt effe 
contra” Veracitatem Divinam, teſtimonium przxbere 
« Mendacio, 6: proinde quicquid innititur Miraculorum 
« fide (cum hxcfere unica fint voluntatis Dei externa in- 
« dicia) neceſſe videri a Deo Originem ſuam deducar, 
© nihilominus quia nequeo certo ſcire, num'non hxc 
« fiant in'tentationem, aut alium aliquem -finem, mihi 
« quidem”ignotum, infinitz tamen ſapientize conſenta- 
© neum, potius diffiderem huic Ratiocinationi, quam hoc 
©Argumento motus; quicquam admitterem ranquam 
< c#litus profetum, quod Nature Principiis evidenter 
© adverſatur. be | - 

© 2. Secundum Argumentum. Ita comparata eſt Ho- 

- © minis Natura, ut omnino fieri non poſſit, ut rei alicui 
©Afſenſum prebererabſque duQtu' Rationis. 'Quod ut 
'<© clarius-pateat mutuanda ſunt quzdam'preſenti Inſti- 
© tutoaccommodata i-magao illo Barone inſfignis iſtius 
< libelli de veritate Authore: Ex illius itaqueſententia 
« quatuor ſunt Facultates quibus in rerum Notitiam per- 
© venimus :.Inſtin&us Naturalis,ſiveFacultasNotiorlum 
«© commuriiun Difcretrix ; Senſus Inferhus,Senſus Exrer- 
nn; ET T 
© Dequibus magnum illud Effatum,pluris certe facien- 
+dum quan integra. alia Volumina' de Anima ejuſque 
©Facultatibus conſcripta ; -Quod neque per inſtinftum na- 
© zuralem, ſenſum internum, ſenſumexternumneque diſcur- 
© ſam innoteſcit, tanquam verum proprie diflum, nullo pa- 
* Fo:probari poteſt. At vero cum he quatuor ſint fa- 


<*cultates, &: ular venons proponitur harum, 
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t<glicui conform elſe neceſle fity ditat Ratio TriftinQui 
_®Nytufali,'Senfui Incerno,Senſui Externo, fingulis rite 
< Uiſpoſitis4dhibendam eſſe. fide.” Tpſh* vers* (quot 
OS «146 IS ej _ _y 3 * EJUS 
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© ejus eſt munus) predicts facultatibus in auxilium yo-. 
© catis;principiis primis & ſua luce claris ſubnixa,advocat 
* diſcurſus , conclufiones deducit. Naturali Inſtin&ui 
© ſemper prxbenda eſt fides : fenſus cum externus tum 
© internus aliquando falli poteſt ; Er proinde aliquando 
© credendus eſt, aliquando non item ; atque penes ſolam 
« rationem eſt hujus diſcriminis judicium. Nulla enim 
« alia facultas reliqua eſt cui hoc muneris deferatur ; 
© Ergo nulli reiaffentiri poteſt mens humana quin facem 
« przxferre debeat Recta Ratio, vel faltem aliqua ejus 
* Umbra. Ergo fieri non poteſt ut Religio Chriſtiana, 

« quz nobis credenda proponitur, aſſenſum cogat contra 
© nitente Rea Ratione. SE 

© At dum reſpiro pauliſper, Enthuſiaſtas audio iteratis 

* vicibus fpiritum oggerentes ; 6G nemo fere eſt quin 

© fpiritumintus teſtante obtenderit, ne ei minus quam 

« reliquis Deus favere videatur. Si quzratur unde digno- 
© ſcant ſpiritus teſtimonium, reſpondent, perinde ac ſolis 

© ſplendorem, ex proprio lumine. Sed inſtamus porro, 

© Teſtimonium quod ſpiritus ſibimet ipfi perhiber, eſtne 

© yalida & obſtinara perſuaſio, aut exultatio & ecſtaſis 

* gaudii, aut zelusquidam five-fervor animi, an denique 

< Dignitatis & Excellentiz earum rerum quz revelan- 

« tur, clara & fſapida perſuaſio ? Poſtremum fi dicatur, 

© nonabhorret a modo dictis. Reliqua vero Capita quod. 
© attinet, infinitus pence eſt eorum numerusqui fe Vitrum, 

* Butyrum, Canem, Felem, Regem, Imperatorem, Pa- 

* pam, Paracletum, Meſſiam, ultimum. maximumque 

« Prophetam, vivorum & mortuorum Judicem, aut de- 

* nique Deum ipſum haud leviori fundamento, pertina- 

« citer aſſeverirunt. Quorum pleroſque prxter modum 

« gaudio perfuſos, & Duvino {ut videbatur) fervore ac- 

* cenſos legimus. - Quz tamen omnia (tam longe abe- 

© rant ab afflatu Divini Spiritus) Maniz erant & Me- 
| © lancholiz 
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< lancholiz ſymptomata : neque originem ſuamdebebant 
© nobitiori principio, quam: ſanguinj 6 ſpiritibus tur- 
© batis, & quz-pra czteris Numen aliquod oftentare vis 
« detur, atrz bili. Ea quippe, ut nos docet Ariſtoteles, 
© Ixpous efficit x) ms 17” Gdvs evduuias: 
* Quamobrem haud ſatis a nobis cautum fuerit, fi ſubi- 
©tam nimis fidem adhibeamus perfuaſioni obfirmatz, 
« 2ut validz imaginationi, five exultationi ſive zelo ad- 
© miſt; pracipue vero quando» ſenſus noſter interqus 
< adeo fit Errori obnoxius, aliarum facultatum ſuffragia 
* prius petenda, quibus renuentibus, ſaltem ini2z opor-= 
« tet Gr fuſtinere ab- aſſenſu, Verum ne quid derogare 
© yidear ſpiritui fan&to, opportune hic loci moneadum 
© cenſeo, quam nulli ſumus, quam nihil poſſumus ejus 
* ope deſtituti, adeo ut nemo quiſquam ſit, qui ſolis. na« 
{turz viribus ſemet ad Chriſtum recipit,nifi ſuperveniat 
* Divini Auxilii gratia. Quodut abunde teſtatum facit 
* S. Scriptura, ita neque minus ſufirggatur Ratio. Tllad 
* grique certiſſimum eſt effatum, contra ſenſum & expe- 
© rientiam, fruſtra argumentis contendi. Etigmfi igitur 
* quifpiam (quod de Zenone fertur). non dari motum- 
_ ©probare conetur, aut quantitatem, materiam, tempus 
© extra rerum. naturam ſubtili- difputatione eliminare: 
« fategerit, nunquam tamen effecerit, ut quiſquam, ocu- 
© lis manibuſque omnem prorſus fidem deroget. Eodem 
* igibur jure cum expertym unicuique fit ſenſus ſuos 
_ © rat admodum. voluptate ab externis hujuſce mundi 
, Sjectis perfundi, neque tamen rebus altioris& nobi- 
© Horis Naturz.perinde affici: quantumeunque ſeverio- 
© ris Rationis monitis renitatur , animumque ab iſtis 
© tanquam-infra ſuam dignitatem. poſitis conetur revo- 
© care ; niftulo ramen magis illunyinde dimovebit,quam 
* Diogenem Zenonis arguments. Quinetiam quamdiu 
: ralicus ilte vegetuſque extcrnarum voluptatwn guſtus 
| * anumum 
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« anirrri abduterit,non vacat fuſarranti infusmonitor; 
« aures adhibete+ vel forte os illi nullo negotio obty- 
* rare dabitur, aut in ſuks partes pellicere ; ſenſu nempe 
« five externo ſive interno ducimur, non inerti & infi- 
« pida ratio, quz de ſpiritualis vitz deliciis perinde 
© ſcit difſerere, ac cxcus de colotibus. Et ſane operam 
« ornind luſurus eſt, qui id agit ut cxcum inſtruar, 
£ quam jucunda res fit ſole ifitueri, & lucis uſuram 
* capete, & variegatis inde objectis obleCtari: folus 
« dculus hifee demonſtrandis ita par eſt, ut Animus inde 
© afficiatur, . Nunquatn omnigent voluptatis manci- 
© pium e6 perduxeris, ut in Mathematicz- demonſtra- 
« tionis ratione intelligend4, rmajus aliquod oble&amen- 
<tum fſubeſſe exiſtitnet, quam Bacchi aut Venerisludo. 
c e fi anitni ſui ſententiatn palath facere non de- 
« trectarent, comperturn facile efſet totius hamani Gene- 
« xis Rationetn, inſtantis ſenſus Itnperio ſubeſſe. - Adeog; 
« nifi Deus ita Animos noſtros affecerit,ut artriaritudinem 
© quandam if tetrenis hiſce voluptatibusperſentiſcamus, 
« & rerum celeſtium dulcedinem prelibemus, fieri don 
© poteſt, ut velab iſtis ablattemur, vel hzc admodum 
« appetatnus. Addo inſuper, morigerods noſmet pre- 
© burfle voluntati Patris noſtri qui elt in Celis, ſola via 
<eft facilis & aperta, quz it Divinarum Revelationum 
* veritatum, ſeriſtinque deducar. BEES 

« Quippe rescceleſtes haud aliter cognoſcuntur, quam 
* puſtu interno & fapido lumine ; quake impertire ſolet 
« Divina Gratia hutmilibus & defxcatis animis. Quin o 
© de viaflectentes thonere, lumina menti praferre, fi- 
© dem corroborare, efficere ut Argumenta Pietatis alias 
* ad quemllibet leviſſiniz tentationis ventum difflanda, 
« penifus irmpreſſa trxaque animo maneant, hac Ge fi- 
© milia accepra ferimus eidem Sando Spiritui, Qug 
< omnia nobis colitus illabi facile agno cimus, _ 
| ivino 
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*< divino, iſti Principio quod Dei.in.nobis religuum-eſt 
- © conſentanea. Sed fi quando huic veritatis: Criterio | 
© nunciumremittimus, & Rationem noſtram prepoten- 
« tis phantaſiz ductui & imperio ſubjicimus,valeat opor- 
© tet omnisReligio niſiquz ſub ſpecie Divini afflatids.ab 
© atra bile & fxculentis ſanguinis. halitibus. inſpiretur; 
* Adeoque perinde nobis erit quzvis Religio: Rationis 
© utique Judicio abdicato, quo Argumento innoteſcet 
« Religionis Chriſtianz ſupra Mahumetiſmum aut Gen- 
* tiliſmum preſtantia ? Sed ne verborum. ambiguitate 
© laboremus , ſciehdum eſt nihil a nobis percipt pra- 
© terquam Mentis noſtrxz Operationes ; proinde Spiri- 
© tum -prout eſt in nobis Principium cognoſcendi, aut 
© eſſe ſenſum internum aut rationem : Hz.enim (niſi 
© addere etiam libet inſtin&tum naturalem ) ſolz ſunt 
« Facultates, quz luminis Divini radiis colluſtrari poſ- 
© ſunt ; Ut revertamur igitur unde ſumus digreſſi, cum 
« ſenſus noſter internus adeo lubricus fit 6c fallax, qui 
© Teſtimonio ejus auſcultaverit, reclamantibus licet reli- 
« quis facultatibus, nz ille homo eſt fide nimis incauta 
©& temeraria. Eo: 
_ * At inquies, concedamus probari quidem hoc Argu- 
© mento, nihil poſſe credi fine Ratione;; hinc tamen non 
© conſtare rem ipſam credendam non poſſe rationiadver- 
© fari ; quoniam Deo teſtanti adhibenga eſt fides,quam- 
© vis maxime fit rationi contrarium quod credendum 
« proponitur : quia fieri poteſt ut intelle&tus humanus 
* cum maxime videtur ratione uti, hallucinetur. Sed 
< nefas eſt ſuſpicari Deum fapientiſſimum poſſe alli ; 


« aut veraciſſimus cum fit, velle fallere. _ ſos 
© Equidem nihil. potuiſſet dici. verius ;- Deo enim 

© teſtatiti tiemoeſt tam incredulus, aut ſui plenus, quin 
©fidem_ habeat : At illud in dubium vocatur, quomodo 
*rem divino teſtimonio confirmatam dignoſcamus? - 
COUNT TONY, | * Num 
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<Num ex ſolis'miraculis ? at iis inclaruiſſe comperies 
©, Pythagoram', Apolloniam Tyaneum qui Magica ſui 
:* labantem Idololatriam erexit ; quem auſfi ſunt fui tem- 
* poris homines Chriſto opponere, uti conſtat ex Hie- 
« roclis &” Philoſtrati libris in hunc fiem compoſitis. 
+ Magos utriuſque Orbis in medium proferre poſlim, 
'£ qui omnes quamplurima operati ſunt Naturz vi- 
© res excedentia , non alia tamen quam Dzmonum 
'© Virtute. | 
* Siquis itaque Divinam legationem obtenderit, tria 
© ſunt quibus Authoritatem ejus-probari oportet ; Mi- 
© racula, Vitez wg & Doctrina Deo digna, hu- 
.* mano generi utilis & accommodata. Quz omnia fi 
© affuerint, credendus eſt a Deo miſſus. Nulla utique 
© via jam reliqua eſt, qua fallacia detegatur. At nulla- 
< tenus conſonum videtur divinz veracitati & bonitati 
< teſtimonium ferre mendacio, aut hominem in rebus 
<£ maximi momenti deceptioni exponere nulla diligentia 
< evitandz. Itaque non ſolummodo ſpefanda ſunt 
< miracula, ſed & vita, doQrinaque hominis cui fidem 
©facere videntur. Proinde Servator noſter validiflimo 
© uſus eſt. Argumento adverſus Phariſzos objicientes, 
< eum Dzmonia ejicere virtute Principis Dzmonum : 
© Quod ſcilicet Regnum internis diſfſidiis diſtractum 
* ſtabiliri nequit;cum itaq; ipſe Dotrina Er operibus ſuis 
© ſe regno Satanz opponeret, fieri non potuit ut.Satanz 
< Virtute Dzmonia ejiceret. Itaq;ut judicium feramus 
< de Divino Teſtimonio, Res ipſa conſideranda venit 
« quamatteſtatur ; quz (i quid habeat immotis Naturz 
© Principiis adverſum, .miracula hexc preſtigiz Dxmo- 
* num,non Dei opus credendaſunt. Berzenſes laudati ſunt 
© a Spiritu Sando ,. ds; euwicre F dnrev 3y Occnnorixy, Can - 
* quam magls ingenui &liberalioris indolis, quia inqui- 
< rebant in Pauli &S;/z verba, num quz ab ipſis dicta 
C fant 


* ſunt itz ſe haberent. Quidni & nos eadem Commen- 
« datio pertingat, ſi a quocunque diftata, tanquam \ſe- 
« gem diviniths acceptam, /ſeverifſimo :examini ſubji- 
"ez: 77ol OT aH0T, 

* 3. Tertium Argumentum haurimus © Natura Re- 

" © ligionis, quam convenit efſe materiam EleQionis & 
< Obkefamenti. Ar fieri non poreſt ut quis femet ob- 
© keQet in eo quod Naturz ſuz'Principiis comradicit. 
© Revera Concluſiones noviſle, ett nihil contineant-ra- 
© tioni difſonum , nifi porrd ſciamus e quibus fluant 
* Principiis, parum gratum.eſt intelle&tui noſtro. Sic 
* Mathematico Ingenio .volupe eſt , non Geometrix 
* problemata, tanquam certiſlimz Veritatis effata-me- 
* moriter tenere, ſed corum 'demonftrationes longa 
« Propofitionum ſerie deduftas comprehendiſſe animo. 
«Maxime itaque divinz Bonitati conſonum videtut, 
*eouſque homini in Evangetio indulfiſſe, ut eorum 
* cum Ratione Harmoniam comperire pollit, que ei 
* credenda proponuntur. Tn eopracipue differt genus 
* humanum 4 brutis, quod fit Religionis capax. * At 
* vero. quod maxime homini proprium eſt & naturale, 
© ut fit facultatibus ejus adverſum, omni a Ratione ab- 
© horret. "Num cul- in mentem'venire poteſt Deum in 
* animo habuiſle intelletum humanum non-percipien- 
* dis impedire atque implicare ſubrilitatibus'? .Num 
* quid ideo excellentius quia -omnem excedit intelli- 
* gentiam ? Ilene putandus eſt Religionis capacifliraus, 

| * qui aut ſuperftitioſus maxime aut oſcitanter credulus ? 
$ * Num exuenda eſt natura humana; ut imbuamur Re- 
L * Iigione ? Certe inſediſſe anima vel leviculam hujuſ- 

|  — © modi ſuſpicionem, Religionis ludibrium eft& oppro- 
*brium. Ea-efle debet uninfcujuſque'de Religione ſui. 
* exiſtimatio, -quod nihil-abſurdi, indecori, aut rex. 
[- _"**Rationi repugnantis *continere credatur : Quantum 
3 be. * enim 
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© enim redit; in; Religions. dedecus,. metuecre fibi a Ra- 
* tionis 'Tribuciali ? Ez mihi femper Religio ample- 
< tenda viſa eſt, que 2 ſeveriſſmni Ratione in judi- 
« cium vocata, cauſam obtineat. - Quorſum Benignifli- 
* mus Deus largitus eft nobis Rationis facultatem, fi 
* nefas fit, cum res noſtra maxime agitur, eam mu- 
« nere ſuo fungt? Aut quanam alia facaltas reliqua eſt 
© cujus duty veram Religionem inveſtigemus ? Si Ra- 
* tions partes deſeramus,annon educationi,ſuperſtitioni, 
© aut afftatui cutdam Fanatico, omnis accepta ferenda 
© crit Religio ? | | 
<« At Ratio noſtra, inquies, ex quo a Deo defecimus, 
© caligat nimium, ideoq; pares non fumus de rebus Dis 
© vinis judicium ferendo. | 
* Ergone luce Mcridiana deſtituti, languidiores ſdlis 
© radii contemptui erunt,, & tenebrz reputandz?. Num 
© cut paulo obtufior eft acies, omni prorſus lumine cafſus 
« cenſebitur? Aut oculi claudendi penitus, quia Aquila- 
© rum carent perſpicacitate? Verum annon Religio ca 
© eſt naturi quar fummam poſtulet diligentiam 6: curam, 
< utpote quz res fit maximi momenti, in cujus diſquiſt- 
« tione erraſſe ſummum eſt infortunium? Et quem in 
« firſem datzx ſunt Facultates, f nulliefle:poſſunt adju- 
© mento.,, cum iis maxime cft opus? Num quis alius 
© noſtro loco judicinm feret ? Num alterius intelle&tus 
<© meam diriget voluntatem ? Num alienis oculis vide- 
© bo? Aut akerius cujuſpiam. lumine prazeunte ambu- 
© labo? Num aftectus inordinatos argumentis non in- 
< telle&tis edomabo? Num ad normam Principiorum, 
© que alius. mente concepit, vitam meam diſponam ? 
< Annon proprio judicio, -intelle&tu, lumine, hac 
© omnia peragenda ſunt ? Num. vero hoc fieri poteſt ſine 
© uſu Rationis ? Quin potius eccujus Facultatis uſus eſt 
in dele&u Religions &- Principiorum ad quorum 
- C 2 © *exem- 
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© exemplar vitamrinſtituendam efle judicamus, 'preter- 
- « quam. ſolius Rationis ?. Religio res eſt liberz & inge- 
* nuz indolis, nemini yim inferre patitur, intelleQum_ 
* ſola forma: &.pulchritudine ſua captivat. - Qui ſecus 
©ſenſerit, falſo ei crimen impegit, 6c in Religionis lo-- 
« cum Superſtitionem ſuffecir, 
* 4. Quartum Argumentum deſumo ex Natura Retz 
© Rationis ; Unde firmifſime demonſtratur fieri non 
«* poſſe, -ut quid a Deo revelatum fit ei contrarium: 
« Delibati enim ſunt hominum Animi ex mente Divin&; 
« Eſtque Reta Ratio cceleſti ſtirpe oriunda, ad increatz 
« fapientize & intelligentiz imaginem effita : Eft Ra-. 
* dius: quidam Intellectualis folis, lucis primigeniz ſt 
© militudinem referens. Divina enim fapientia nihil 
*-affud-eft, quam Idearum rerum Comprehenſio, una . 
*cum earum rationibus, affe&ionibus, mutuiſque re- 
«-Jationibus, ſive concordiz five repugnantiz, quz 4 
« rexum ipfarum natura immediate emanant, ficut Re- 
«-Jationes poſito Fundamento & Termino. Atque haſce 
« affectiones una cum ipſarummet-rerum Ideis, eodem 
* intuitu perluſtrat Divinus Intelleftus, earumque ordi- 
nem 6 -reciprocationes diſcernit. Atque. hoc quid” 
© aliud eſt quam Ratio fixa 6G ſtabilis, rerum omnium 
* rationes: nexuſque immoto oculo ſimul advertens 7” 
* Hujus vero accurata effigics eſt'ReQa Ratio, menti . 
© humanz inſita ;. quz.etſi res omnes- earumque- Ra-- 
* tiones unico aCtu retegere & no0ſle nequeat,, - eos 
© tamen ſucceſſione: Gr per vices evolvit.. Harum vero 
« Idearum &: Rationumquotquotſimul intuemur, clare' 
« & diſtinae percipimus ſwe confenſum ſivediſſonan- 
* tiam, atque ita unius ex altero ſive: probationem ſwe 
* refutationem inſtituimus. Proinde Ratio Humana 
* vere: imitatur atque exprimit fapientiam Divinam ; 
© hoc folo Diſcrimine, quod quz illa eodem —_— 
| 1 actu 
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au ſimul comprehendit, iſta operoſis deducit: con: - 
* ſequentiis. Deum itaque. quicquam revelare Reftx 
* Rationi.contrarium,; perinde; cogitatu impium eſt, ac 
© Deum mendacemfore, interviſq; ſapientizeſuxe concep- 
« tibus contraditurum. Refa.cnim Ratio 6 Divina Sa-- 
© pientia idem ferunt de Rebus:.Judicium ; & fi quid” 
« Hows pronuncietur -ab-intellecu.humano, non id fit- 
© Rationis, culpa ſed- Ignorantiz. . Ideoque fi quid ſub 
* fpecie Divinz Revelationis propoſitum videtur Ratio- 
© ni contradicere, ſuſpicandum eſt. me non ſatis capere- 
* mentem ejus, .ideoque ulteriori indagini inſiſtendum, 
* idqque credendum Deum intendiſſe quod Naturz Prin- 
«cipiis maxime confonum videbitur.. Nollkm tamen 
CIntelletum Humanum nimium fſibimet arrogare, '& 
«quod Captum. ejus excedit; audaci facinore..continuo- 
«damnare, Quippe fi potiſſima. pars corum que. Di- 
© yinoTeſtimonio tradita & conſignata ſunt, Deoſint 
* digna, 8 facultatibus.noſtris conſentanea, quoad re- 
« Jiqua Fidem implicitam adhibere fas eſt Divinz Reve- 
©lationi, iiſque, 'et{1 a Ratione abhorrere videantur, ni- 
© hilominus aſſenſum prebere ; ſaltem juxta ſententiam 
« Spiriths Sanfi,eth.quz tandem: iHHa fit, haud'dum fatis- 


©capia S.. * ONT 1730 Toe 4 l A 
* Quin atque ultimum Argumentum a Natura . 
© ipus Chriſtianx Religionis depromendum duximus: 
< Et prim0,quoad ejus prxcepta, corum. Paritas, Sandti- | 
*-tas ; &,tum pfiyata, tum publica, commoditas cuilibet 
6 attentius pls xiay te tam facile:comprobatur , ut 
© opus ſuperfluumaggreſſurum me ſentirem,ficorumcum . 
« Rations.concordiam evincendo tempuy contererem; 
« Przſertim.cium id; jam abunde ſatis demonſtratum fit - 
«i DoRtiſſimo noſtro Hammondo, quem hic de re con- 
« ſulatis velim.-, Hinc verq neceſſario ſequitur Promiſſa 
< & Comminationes eſſe etiam oppid0 rationi conſona; 
Fo * utpote. 
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hifce prxeeptis moniendigin Briar - Sed 
ther wk tria ' peveohien Clintianz® membra, je | 
6 * loage pracetlant, temen nonfilan&diverſe fanrab alits 
 oliny obtinuerint Religionibus,” preſertim: iftt 
« Sapientum 6s Dodtoruny apud Paganos Philofopho- 
* rum ;- qui praceptz moralia ſevera & fublimia admo- 
© dum tradebant, Ez premiorem & penarum p -hanc 
« vitam\fidems-oftentabant;” Ade ut quiequid dici po- 
« teft/ib Poiſere Pieratis (8 Sapientim: patrocinium, po- 
© tiori-jurevindicaverit ſh#Religio Chriſtiana, Leda 
; 4 S. je tura ab'ingeniis maxime profanis, Ge 
expreſſit, preftgntiffima in — 
« —_—_ SVieruth & Pleritis p F.rinony 
'<Ideague poriubbreviter diflereniwm cenfto de Chri- 
© ftianifmo- ſub ratione Religionzs determinatz & ab 
© aliis diſcfepantis, ut hic etiam m parte .compareat 
6 "ojapeiam, REO Ratione conforrritas. SS14 +5 
< Prime vers; quid' cogrtart pote®imagis ration ac- 
& i commodurhl quam aucd) Deus #feniProvinciam dele- 
yy” docendi atque infiruchdi Genus humanum =o 
«erga- Denm' #fque invicem Muncry fir NEE : 
« neres-eitiny ABartii Poſtert valde ipnari fant officiil 
* (unde per omnia ſecula notantur ridiculi Sup 
"=_ ac''ipioinde indigent. DoBtore 7 atque” ctiam 
Icacreer Ee: _— deditt en? Ginn Cupidita- 
G « vitdus, adeoque <jirfrh poſtulant Legifhtorem, qui 
* Venerationem &Timbrena incueiat: i Eexiſliror 
* Jang difuus fir Hlibatzarque' iptidcur na enim 
© & nobis evemploeft,”'8 DoAtinie file Kurhoritatem 
© conciliat:- Ut ſine ſeminevirili Divin# Sptritiis Poteh- 
* tif-iee Vtero Virginis formetur, ſic enm's firce hu- 
- mand, 6&-ordinamoNature Curſi Fegreiths E kn ma- 
© jort- honore mhabebitur: Ut iotrme ar N 
I» Divnin.feo 7s beip nbyp,atque rtavers & propric Dens 
. at g 
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© fixt'3'/fie enim maxima cotnparatur diftis Majeftas. 
« Nec Gieri-poteſt-nt' Deus vil Natarz Humane conve- 
4 niemiori-voluntatern ſlam fignificet ; Nequit- enim 
' *nodiscompatere ſifetorpored vehmine-: '\Er quodnam 
© aptius Yomicilium: quaint caro noftra.? Quidniitaque 
- © Deus 'uteretur aliquo Ee nobis, uti Anima Corpore, tan- 
4Siguam Inſtrumento, -quo interveniente conſilium ſuam 
-.declaret? Nihil hic habetur aut Rationi contrartum 
« aur conceptu' difficile. Cur enim magis vexaret In- 
* telletum'conjunCtio Dettatis cum Natara Chriſti , 
« quam, Humanz Animez cam Corpore ? Quo enim 
, Groticrinalt Naturz, eo facilius ſemet infinuare po- 
© tuit. Caterum quamvis Perſona hc tam illuſtris fir, 
* congruum tamen' videtur fore,eum quoad Viram Ex- 
« ternam humilis ſortis, & conditionis obſcurx, iiſfdem 
* malis 6: infirmitatibus, quibus noſiner ipfi, expoſitum. 
« Sic enim magis provocamur ad Dei Amorem, & gra- 
« viſlima mala patienter ferenda, ſaJutis noſtrzx duce 
<* innocentiſſimo noſtri gratia tam multa paſſo. Ade 
«quod Argumentum fit ſumma in hoc Servatore fidu- 
* cizz; Ipſe enim preſſionibus abſolutus, novit quomodo | 
< ſubveniat affliQtis. Porrs jure poſtulamus certtores nos - 
« faciat vitz eternzx & immortalis; in dubii enim hac 
© de re opinione hzrebant Ethnici; quin & Reſurrectio- 
© flis Corporis fine qua non conſiſtit ſumma hominis 
« felicitas. Er quam promptus fit Deus ad ignoſcendum 
© peccatoribus credentibus & agentibus Penitentiam : 
*'Hoc enim facile in dubium vocamus-dum advertimus 
*Peccati Malignitatem, 6: quam rareſcit apud homines 
© offenſe remillio, & quam pron! ipſi ſtmns in vindiftam. . 
« Similiter-ut fidem Adbilice Framloram & Pcenarum 
* poſt hanc''Vitam ; 'ut illa reſpicientes alliciamur-ad 
«* obedientiam, -ab iſtis vero metuentes deterreamur. a 
< peccato. 'Utque his vmmibus fidem faceret tum _ 
| * culis, 
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*< culis; tum /morte ſua. ;Miraculaenimmexighum ſine 
© Divinz. preſentiz teſtimenium :. OuodvA © Seipſum. 
* morti tradiderit , indicio eſt ſincere & ſine fuco no- - 
- © biſcum egiſſe. -Preterea evidentiſſima Demonſtratio 
eſt Divinz erga nos bonitatis, qui utigenito ſuq filiv 
* non pepercit, ut noſtro bono inſerviret, _ Et validifli- 
* mum Argumentum ad crucifigendum--Carnis Cupidt- 
'©tates, &.ad fubeundam mortem pro fratribus & alio-" 
*rum commodo. -Porro. quod hic:morte-fui Sacrift- 
- © cium fiat ob Peccata, quo Deus ſe placatum agnoſcit, 
© conſilium erat infinitz. Sapientiz &:;Bonitatis - quo 
© Animz argumenta Diffideatiz a SanCQitate &-Juſt i- 
* tia Diving petenti opportune ſuccurritur, Juſtitiam 
© Divinam Chriſti Morte abunde propitiante. :Itidem 
© Reſurre&io ejus ex Mortuis admodum-Rationi con- 
* ſentit ; Omnium enim prius aftorum Certitudinem 
© conſignavit ; 6: noſtrx Reſurreftionis & -vitz - poſt 
© mortem poſlibilitatem demonſtravit. Quod vero ſu- 
© ſcitatus ad Dextram Dei ſedeat, '& omnes Preces & 
© Gratiarum ACtiones per ipfius interventum offerendz 
©* Deo ſint, 6 ſemper apud-Deum Cauſam noſtram agar, 
* hoc quoque Rationi .conſonat ; dum nimirum .Deus 
'© non ſolum benevolum erga-nos animum notum feeir, 
© ſed etiam Fratrem noſtrum ipſimer chariſſimum,nobis 
* amiciſlimum, ad Dextram ſuam .poſuit, per quem ala- 
<criter 6 cum fiducia ad Deum accedamus ; Chriſto 
© interea noſtri gratia Deum deprecante, ut quicquid 
© nobis contingit boni, primam ſuam, Originem pure 
© Deitatis Amori debere agnoſcamus. Deinde quod 
© 9mnis Poteſtas tum in_Terris tum etiam in Colis illi 
- * commiſla & credita ſit; quodque fit Dei:quaſiVicarius, 
*< San&torumque & Angelorum Caput,- maxime hoc ce- 
© dit innoſtrum ſolatium, quod qui nos.tantopere amet, 
« poteſtate tanta potiatur, Praterea cum citra Contro- 
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<Principarus, 2am Jeſia Chrifka; qui Deus iple eſt Hu- 
© mank Natur Veſtitus 2: Quad yore aliquando Nemo» 
© nes atq; homines yoeandi fant 2d tremendum Dei Tri- 
© bunal,apprime canvenit ; hujus:enim Copitatio timo- 
© rem incutier andaciflimo Peceatori,, & Judici, fplenai- 
© tas. Deum vindicabit ab omni 'Malignitatis crimine, 
© ageorur ſul. feculph Gr fiultictt inmiteriam lapſum- ab 
* unuiſcnjuſq; Condcientia confellionem extorſferit, Quad 
© vero Chriftus-Judex ſedeat; ni] fingt potuiflet accom- 
* modatius; Nam-eum Deus Verendum hoc Judicium ex- 
© ercere nequeat.nii ſub ſpecie viſibili, quodnam huic In- 
© ſtituto aptiusInſtrumentum eſſe potuit, quam ea hunige 
©*na Natura in qui jamdudum Domicilium ſuum collo- 
© caverat 2 Deniq; quod omnibus inimicis ſubjugatis, 
© Regnum Patri traderet, neq; hoc a Ratione abhorret ; 
Nam cum Integrum ejus Munus Mediatorium huic 
* fit deſtinatum fit, ut Creafdrz in pecearom tapfiz ad 
*Deum revocentur, & fuprema donentur felicitate ; hu- 
©;us ſane operis Abſolutionem ſequi debet Regni ſui 
*Determinatio. Quz tamen non ita intelligenda eſt, 
* quin Jeſus Chriſtug; oo#wmnor abinde ſemper Sanfto- 
* rum atque Angelorim' Princeps, & Caput permanſu- 
© rus fit. Atq; ita ſingula fereReligionis Chriſtianz Capita 
« breviter perſuſtravimus ; neq; iis diutius immorari 
* per veſtram patientiam licebit. 
B. Verbo..expediam, Ex dictis li- 
*quido conſtare arbitror, quam indecorum fit 6 ho- 
* mine Chriſtiano indignum Religionem ſuam haurire 
* ſimul cum Materno laQte, eamq; non ingenuz Ratio- 
* nis Difquiſitioni, ſed Patriz inſtitutis, Educationi, 
* Magiſtrorum DiQatis, & hujus farinz Prajudiciis ac- 
© ceptam ferre : Adeoq; non in veri falsiq; deleQu, fed 
| D © Pra» 
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praco Opinione pertinaciter tuenda omnes ani- 
mi  Penconcaget Op nn! ny quippe haud fidesdicen- 
* da eſt aut putanda Deo grata, quz Originem ſuam 
< debet inerti porius Caſui, quam: bipfiusEvidentiz | 
aut Argumentorunt'momentis:z-quinims poſt humi- 
*lem, pram, attentamque rerum: penſitationem, in er- 


c _— lap aww dw ri o po age _; M non laude, 
© faltem Excuſati nus, q 1ve Ori K 
© rati cacus rom fortuitus afenſus. "Neg; ſe- 


© cus edifſerit Sacra Pagina dum jubemur ipeway a Yoo 
. 0s, moxv72 Sonuudzav, & Soriyudfen mo mrivzecerr, Ne. 
* niq; (ut hortatur Apoſtolus noſter) parati ſimus ad re- 
* ſpondendumi cuilibet, ejus ea : as in nobiseſt, Ra- 
, " WOWIER potremtL. | 
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——r ready always to Jeng an alt 
Joer to every man that asketh you a 
. reaſon of the hope that is in you. 


Great Apoſtle who was bred up at the feet of 
Gamal##; and fulty inftruQed in n all the Learning 
both of the Jews and Greeks. Wherefore. when 
'the | Chriſtian* gw ton” was every where opprelſ- 
ſed and deſpiſed n it was a ſcandal to the Fews, 
and Marys to the Greeks; yet. then Sep .the 
ſhane; and addervaluing the AMlictions i meet 
withal,” 7 dis reaily et he) to arg the rayon 
- you that are' at Rome, *among the: famous Philoſophers 
andOrators of thiat City , renowned as well for Arts as 
Arms.For although there, print ce wantj NE me,theEyes 
of whoſe fomurnge pr Fa Tgriqrance and 
: Darkneſs; ye'pl ng enighetly inthe! 'meatr while of 
* their owif Wifioin who? ow uthn to expoſe and ridi- 


: Folly ; ; ge bb Nom ing afi » his Prejudices | 
and TurmiltirousAﬀetions,th Fatih the thing 'it ſelf; 
in the Balance of a'ſincere and incorrupted Judgment, | 


2 will 


I Am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, faid the 


tag? 
will reall ly find the Chriſtian Religion to be the Power 
and Wiſdom of God, wholly agreeable to Reaſon and 
worthy of all belief. 

As therefore the Great DoQtor of the Genriles. has 
given us a rare Example of our Duty ; ſo the Apoſtle of 
the Circumcifion in the Words now read,exhorts us, Be 
ready always to give an anſwer to #0 man that asketh 
-you a reaſon of thq bopd that þ alybs ,Le. Be prepared to 
render an Account, why you areChriſtians. And in 
this ſenſe the word «7a\oy/eofteh gocurs Shthe Acts of 
the — _—_ in the Epiſtles 'of St. Paul, AF. 22.1. 
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be brought": ito Captivity 20: the Obedience: of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.45. 
namely. thoſe Reaſonings and Diſcourſes which Mini- 

ſter to the Fleſh and the luſts thereof.” This is that | 
danixss :nrpurO-, Natural Man, who receives not the | co. 2. 4 
| things: of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs 
anto him, neither can he know them, becauſe they 

are Sprritually diſcerned : For this is that Animal Man 

which is guided only by his ſenſual Appetite; and 4vy* 

(gs thoſe know well enpugh who are converſant in the 

Writiogs ofthe Ancients) ſignifies that Faculty of the 

Soul which is adapted to the Body. And he that-is ſuch 

cannot be ſubje& to the Spirit of God, nor Obedient 

£0 the Goſpel, : foraſmuch as the things contained there, 

are-Mere- tooliſhneſs to him ;:nor can he know them, 

becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, z. e. they arediſ- 

cerned by- an humble Mind, compoſed AﬀetRtions, 

clear Light; and Pure, and Internal ſenſe. = 

-2 This is:that Wiſdom puffed up with Pride and Vain- F 
glory,.unto:which the. preaching of the Croſs is foolifþ. 0" 3:1 
we[s.. . For.the obſcure life and ignominious Death of 

Chriſt was always counted ridiculous by aMind turgid, 

& ſwell d: with higher Notions-and conceits.Laſtly,rhis 

1s that Wiſdowr af thi World, and of the Princes of this 

{der/d,, wha 4 þ © intoxicated with vile AfﬀeQions; and AN 1 Cor. c. 2s. 
Opinionative: Knowledge, which God and' every wiſe * = © 
Map: looks-upon-as fooliſhneſs. :Such Wiſdom and Ra- 
tiaciaatiotis.as:theſe, are not the Off-ſpring of trueRea- 

ſon, bueehe Fallacies and Paralggiſms of a Mind blinded 


;0f poſe oheretone Eunderftandithar innate | 
Faculty ot the Saul of Man; by which: it diſcerns: the 
Reaſons.and'Mutual:Afﬀeions of things; and argues, 
and: concludes ane thing, from another, And:now Hay 

thatcGhinftianRekgian is not contrary to-Reafon- thus - 
uggerſtood.. 4 There.. 


* <' 


yet have noConception 


. (26) 


+ There are: two. uſual Forms: of Speech peftinent ro 


- this occaſion, viz. «that ſomething may either be'above 
 orcontrary to Reaſon.: $3697 IS 


But-that we may ſpeak freely and according to the 
nature of the thing it ſelf .; whatever is propounded to 
us as matter of-belief-ought-not to be fo muck as'above 
Reaſon, -unleſs'theſe words be taken in this Acception, 
namely, That a thing ts ſo high and remote from com- 
mon-ſenſe, that bare Intelle&t could not light upan it. 
There areverily ſome Articles of Faith which maybe 
ſaid to be above Reaſon, as to fome Modes of the 
Thing to be believed that are not clearly revealed, Thus 
for-Example, it exceedsthe ſtrength of Reaſon to give 
an exact Account of. the manner of our. 'Reſurreftion 
&Glorification, or to make a perfect Deſcription of the 
Joys: and Pleaſures of the Future life, or to:ſhew how 
the three ZHypoſtaſes are one God, or the Divine and 
Humane Nature one Chriſt : But of ' theſe things as 
there is no, expreſs Revelation, ſo neitheriis there-an 
Explicit Faith required ; And:befides, 'This Obſcurity 
is not a little ſubſervient for the: ing and concilia- 
ting Reverence and Eſteem to the Chriſtian Dottrine: 

But . there is nothing to\which 'anExplicitiFaich is 
Net apaly oieſpnun ſo far exceeds Reaſon; as that iris not 
able to form any Conception of'it; For Faith conſiſts in 
Aſſent.; the Aﬀent follows the Judgment, but no Judg- 
ment.can bemadeof 2 thing that is:not at all known or 
aunderſtood:;\therefore. whatever exceeds all- Knowledge, 
muſt needs likewiſe excecdallBelief. And he that earl per- 
ſuade himſelf.that he believes thingthar he does not 
underſtand, believes he knows not what: and miſcra- 


| bly impoſes upon - himſelf with a m—__ of 'words 
; bi 
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and while he: dreams of believing ſome unintelligible 
Myſtery,. he only purſues mere ſhadows of words trom 
which when the veil is withdrawn, all Faith and Senſe 
preſently vaniſhes. "36h: 1 av 
But that the Chriſtian Religion, contains nothing 
Repugnant.to right Reaſon, and that the uſe of Reaſon 
is neceſſary in the Afair: of: Religion, I ſhall endea- 
vour to prove by theſe following Arguments. 
- Firſt, If God. ſhould propound any. thing to be be- 
lieved that were ContradiQory to Right Reaſon, one of 
theſe four Abſurdities(nor can I think of a fifth*will ne- 
ceſlarily follow upon it;Either that God can be deceived, 
or may deceive, or that the Reaſogs. and.AﬀeCtions of 
yo tn Eternal and Immutable ; Or.laftly,that our 
Faculties are obnoxious toErrorwhen they have theclear-- 
eſt and moſt diſtin veg cam their proper Obxeas:. 
The firſt and ſecondof theſe arecontrary to that Notion - 
and Idea.of God which we have implanted in our Minds: 
-. -Asfor thethird, ehere is-indeed a certain Perſon who - 
afferts: the Reaſons of things to be. contingent and Ar- 
hitrarious, and that qe ret Lying, Perjury, nay, 
2 hatret of the: Divine Majeſty may: be. reckoned into 
the Account of Virtues, .and become a Worſhip plea- 
ſing and acceptable to-God, - But ggod God! What 
raſh and abominable Poſitions do-we hear! Such as are 
Tather to be buried in Eternal Oblivion, or not-to be - 
named without Horror and Aſtoniſhment. Search the 
Ancient: Councils, and you ſhall-find no Hereſie more - 
deſerving anAvathema then this. Nay the very Jaws of. 


Hell-could netbelch out any thing more deteſtable and . 
blaſpbemous.. Fes this robs: God of his Wiſdom, Im-. 
mutability, Goodnefs,. and-all thoſe other PerfeQtions + 
 weattributeto him: Itoverthrows the Principles and 

Eoundations.: of all., Diſconrſe; makes Contradictions 


s 


become. 


0 


become probable ;; deſtroys all Truſt and. Confidence 


in--the- Divine Promiſes, and baniſhes: all. Hope. ahd 
ExpeQation of -Future Happineſs. Thar all thele.Con- 
ſequences do naturally flow from this Principle we have 
proved: elſewhere,” and the ſame:will appear very Evi- 
gene to any that ſhall attentively conſider xr. 

| The Fourth, That God ſhould plant ſach / Faculties 
in us as may. then dercivei us when they moſt clearly 
and diſtin&ly perceive. their Reſpeive Obxdas, iscon- 
trary to the Divine Goodneſs and Veracity. Moreover, 


it.is impoſſible that God ſhould 'reveal any thing as an 


Object of Faith, unleſs we firſt ſuppoſe, rhat. we muft 
give. credit to our own Faculties. For nothing;can be 
delivered to us fromGod,  ualets-ir'be conformable to 
fome' Faculey ar other: Bur and if thac Faculty maybe 
deceived: when it moſt :clearly and diſtintly pereeaves 


its Obje&t, -how:are we affured- that this Deception 


may not happen in. the preſent Caſe, eſpecially when 
Reaſon, rhe chiefeft of oar-Facalcys,- cleazly 'aqd.evi- 
. dently finds that to be falſe whicl is under the 
ſpecious Pretext of Divine Revelation 2 For this Reve: 
lation muſt be conveyed to us either: by the 'Ear; or 
ſome other External fenſs, or cle 'by the Paward-Ima- 
Eination: Burbught we aor mucly racher to conclude 
that'to be an Thifion which [is contrary'20: the Prin- 
ciples of Evident and ſound Reafon, then ro/fancy that 
our Reaſon which-is given us of God for « Guide, 
ſhould won ao rr and moſt —_— 
ception lips L-Forifwerthrow away Reafpn, r 

is no-other' DireQtive: Faculty, but - btn gov ſenſe : and 
ts Inclinations; and blind; 22d; uncertain: Phandic 
awhichis'obno 


fore Bidings's adien +6 Reaſonods we :notievidenrly ex- 
poſe th ares ro he it cory Jpg pr 
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who byicrafty;Tticks ſhajlcounterfeit aDivinePowerand 
Aſſiſtance?IfithereforeMeſes ordain'd hisLaw as aFTouch- | 
None toitry the Truth:ofa Prophet, adviſing his People 
pot tq kearken taany,who ſhould do Signs and Mirg- 
ales; fhe taught any thing contrary to that Law which 
lie lumiſelf had delivered to them from God : Ouglht nut 
we.in-like manner. ta examine all thgſe that pretend 
Diyine Authority, bythe Law of Nature and Rig! t 


. Reaſom-.35 by aninfaiiblepnd unerring Rule ? By the 
Wayiilt:is tobe noted,:that I hereſpeak of incorrupted 


Reaſon,:|freed ſromgall evil Aﬀections and-inlightned by 
the Spirit.of. God.) For, without the help of this Guide, 
our Minds perhaps,may. be filled with a Great Mcafure 
of Gankdarri 80 tObſſingre Perſuaſion, but can never 
attainigoy: ſettled Aſſurance that. they are in the right 
way ::;Neither is it any thing to the Purpoſe, to fay 
that: Reaſon may indeed judge of Humane, -but nor 

Divine Things, .- For though this be true: of Reaſon 
darkged- with: ievil, Paſſions, and indubitable in ſuch 
things as gre.rather Objes of Taſte, - and Internal 
ſenſe,,than Reaſon, yet it is quite otherwiſe where the 
Aſſent of the: Lnderſtanding. alonejis required. For 
whatever Iis.:Þ! opoſed .as matter. :of Explicit Belief, 
thers:oullin os firſt place be a Conception formed of 
1t 3: but gaw: whatever we -can; irame.a Conception of, 
there-Reafoneither difcovers vheHarmony of the Terms 
of” which ix. conſiſts,;:and. its Agreement. with ſome 
common Notion, and ſo pronounces the Thing to be 


ll. true;{;orelieit finds the; Terms to be contradictory and 


Repughant, and.that ithe' Thing is Diametrically op- 
poſite:ta ſome innate.:; Principle, -and conſequently 
Judges it $0 be falſe : Or elſe it Nopives the Terms to 
be. pazt)y.. agreeing and partly diſlenant,. or to haveno 
Relayanat all t9:onc another, and from hence —_ 
A -Þ | and. 


LI 
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and allows: the Thing tobe either Probable.er Pvifthle; 
And now'if any Part either of he Probability or-Poſli- 
bility ſhall be confirmed: by ſome Hluſtrious Miratte, 
then-Reuſon adds its Sufftuge' that avought to! be be- 
tieved: * -As' for Exampley Ige' us imagine, whit is af- 
ready done, a certain Perſon 'compaſſing Sea and Land, 
and wholly intent upon - this-very Thing to teach and 
inſtruct Mankind in<their 'Duty to God,: and to one 
another, 'promiſing Pfernal Blelſedneſs upon :Condicion 
of Obedience, he himſelf in" the. mean rime leading a 
moſt innocent and inoffenſive life, 'and withal declaring 
himſelf to be a Law-piver fent from God, and to have 
all Power both in Heaven and Earth commitred:inro fiis 
hands, and that Prayers ahd!Praiſtarc allo booty 
£d 16 God through-his Mediation: Herdlis nothing: 'Ifi 
- this that implies a'CoritradiQion; or -is repagnant with 
the Prittciples'of Nature, thaugh Reaſon'may beapeto 
ſuſpe& ſome Pride-and: AﬀeCctation of Divine Glory arid 
. Worthip tolie-enderneath..- But ridw whenithar which 
is barely looked-tipon as Pdflible ſhill-be eflefted; and 
aceotnplifhed by-Divine Power, 'and the Authorof this 
' Doctrine inabked toiwork ſuch ſtupendious' Miracles as 
never-Man'before faw; ' Reaſon wilt prefently conclude 
thacehe Thing ifelbis yery-credible; Vet moowithſtan- 
ding it'this Perſon fhould have taughtany thing ocontra- 
ryto theDiQates of Ripht Reaſon, and imrodtcedleither 
a Profane and impigus DoQrine, or' countemineed's 
licentious, and diforderly way 'of living, and ithat he 
; might-the-berter perſuade” vs: ro theſe += Fwy | 
haveigone about to confirm his [Divine MiGionby/Mi- - 
racles, our Reaſon would immediately have ſaggeſted 
to us that he was _ on gon and Deceiver ; becauſe no- 
thing 'can bepromillpared þyGod;or by any Perſfozcpm- 
Annie by him) ties eomrery ito the'Diwwof- 
-Nitare or Right Reaſon. And 
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And: thought: may be/urged, that it iscontrary to 
the Divine: Veracity! to bear Witneſs to a lie, and 
therefore whatever. is pn upon.the Credit of Mi- 
racles(finrerhaſc/arethe enlþyifilleſipns of theDivine 
ww) : muſt of neceſſity beſuppoſed toaderive from God; 
yer becauſe I cannot. be aſſured whether theſe things 
may. nar; be permitted for a: Tryal, or for ſome other 
end unkoown:tgime, yet agreeable. to Divine: Wiſdom, 
Fſhould:father.:diſtruſt: this way of Reaſonipg,: then 
admit any thihng.trom theAuthority of this Argument as 
Divine;which contradicted the clearPrinciples ofNature. 
+... 2 A Second Argument : The:Nature of Magis;ſo tra- 
med- ttt: it icanqor; yield Aſſent co any thing withour 
the Conduct of Reaſon. Which that it may --tore 
clearly: appear weſhall borrow ſome few things hugely 
ſuitable to qur preſent Purpoſe from the Famous Lord 
Herbert uhis Book: of Trath.. ES, nets if, 
.:: Acoording.eo his. Qpinipa therefore there: are-four 
Faculties: by: which! we cone to the. Knowledge: of 
things ; Natural Inftind,: or that Faculty which dif- 
cerpeth Common Notions; '/n/ernal Senſe, External 
Senſe, and:Diſcaurſe. | +1. wy 22-1 _ . 
:5, oammliencemayibecollgated this great Truth, more 
tvaluableitiker wihote Volumes mein] conceding the 
-Soub andiits Faculties ;* That which:cannert be known, nei- 
ther by _ Inftindt, ma wo wearers Senſe, 
»erby Diſcourſe; cannot avy w -preved properly true. 
Now inooihebthre:FetoRieg aa that "ls FO 
propeunded tabtbelieved, lmuſtneceBarily-conreſpon 
and be:qanformableto ſome.nne of theſe, Reaſon affirms 
that'toieach: of them being rightly-difpoſed, credir is'to 
be givenz:vit. to Natural Inland, to-internal- and Ex- 


cernat: Stnfe; : pane” 24 ipſelf ( according to 
-of the Ainxiliaries of rhe 
ES. 


its ptoptr Office) hinking'u 


afore-' 
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aforeſaid'Facu!ties, and relying oupon-firſt and: ſelf evi- 
dent. Principles, ſummons 'Diſcourfe,,. and! deduces 
Concluſions. Natural Inſtin& is always to be believed; 
bur-ſenfe,: as well External'as Internalyi\miy ſometimes 
be deceived, and theretore ſometimes 'deferves Credir, - 
and at other times not ; to diſcriminate and diſcern rhe 
Differences of which is imthe Power of 'Reaſon:alone, 
there. being no other Faculty' to prefide'in this! Caſe. 
From whence it follows : Firſt; Thatthe Mind can- 
not aſſent 'to any thing where Right.:Reaſor,, or at 
leaſt ſome ſhadow of :t, does not give a- preceding 
light; And then,” That: Chriſtian Religion: requiring 
Faith, cannot force-or compel aſſeatagainſt the DiQtares 
of Right Reaſon: ! iff 777 nt 5; SE gif 
But againſt theſe Clear and Natural Sentiments:the 
Enthuſiaſts imporetunately urge the Spirit, and indeed 
every man will pretend the Teſlimony ofthe $pirit th at 
he.may. not ſeemto- be. lefs:favauy'd ot Gogtthen others. 
H we:.demend how they rkoow'the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, they Anſwer, [After the ſame manner'as: we di(- 
ccrn'the ſplendor of the Sun, by its own:proper light. 
But we infiſt further ; That witneſs which! the Spiric 
- bears/td.it-leljix/it ia ſtrong] and obſtinate Perſuaſion, or 
aq :Pcftaticab Joyyioy a: kind of Zeal, and iFervorrof 
-Mind:;z' or Laſtly, a'clear ant\ſavoury Perſuaſion ofthe 
Dighivy- and Excellency of tlioſe things that are reveg» 
 led'? If 'this laſt, it is very conſentancous'\and: apreeable 
to:'what we have already _ Butasfoeche athicr 
particulars; it is veryiwell known whar an Innunera- 
ble company' of Men-there' have been, who upon fuch 
like grounds have very pertinaciouſly affirmed them- 
.ſelves to 'be 'compounded- of : Glafs, or . Butter, to be 
Dogs, Cats, Kings, Emperors, Popes, the'\Paraclete, 
the Meſliah, -the laſt and greateſt Prophet, the Judge 
| | O 


- 
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of: ick. and: DemdiputiyciorentGad Wonfelf.; "Y And 
we firnd:moſt off thaſft nech{ve:teco aft »wigh-an 
Exedof: Joy;,.cang tranſported with!s ſfeemingly-Di- 
vine Fervor,:; Albwhidr affects are Gee the. Fn- 
ſpiration of rhe : bloly:(Spiric, ;chatrthey. are; no- better 
theh'Frenzies 20d Symptoms.of-Melaodtioly, and: de- 
five'thewriOxigitaad Ram Aochight) Br le then the 
uadue; Hermemntationſ1of: the; Biood-rand; Spirits, and 
chiefly; from; thar: Mthanc hich, aboye all other 
diſpoſes the Minds of:\Men to-tancy Divine Influxes and 
ag « g For this :$as:Ati/or/c-affirms p is wont 
ro produce :iiodingg yrale er dlfgabplegeil.. |; 1, 
re s Wein wee betiavicg 
an. obſtioate PerſuaGqa hofiremg Imagination, whether 
there, bal mixtire of, exultariey gt zeal with. it, would | 
grgue Agreat want:pf. Caytion::2nd;;Qircampettion 
wRAredbndmeal Sire oy ay 1Senſs | 


. iſ; abagxaite the #the. Sifrages wo other 
Faculcics arc:firſd6b ni heFnt ghar vaſe. refuſal 'ic 
behooves; us-at kaftto-@{penibour Aſſens.”. / _: 1, 
fn Butithit » [be ſavEhalg rom the Ho- 

| 9 eee what mete:;No- 
” ne 3t3yweegn'do withour 

prox Maus many that can 


ws chicas clearly; atteſted in the 

res. hs ne leſs Conſentageous to Rea | 
fan's poet Tvns as this:is; a moſk;certain Truth, , that 
tisa great Venity. 0 difpute againſt Senſe and Experi- 
ence. Amt $hough-ſome-one (as 'tis reported of Zeno) 
ſhould g9- about; $0;proveitbere is no ſuch thing as Mo- 
tion, yeni age endeayouy by. ſubtilty, of Argumenta- 
tion-4 haniſhQyantiry)Matter and'Time out of the 


Natafe of Things, -yt he could. never induce any ſober 
OE Perſon 


fincoexerys 
gracificd —_— that Plchfityer 
MundaueObjees; coboglikenffeted3-wirhk 
of hi ber and noblie Navuid, howmurtieſi: 
foever nate by us dfiche/Comlelo of 
fevcrarorand by ave hic\finOfromithoſe, 
as thitſs els! ibewittveieDiperey oflifiedes: 
reve, yer hewvill.beino gwteabld*to recleins tlghfell, 
ther-the/ Argements: of 2048 whre' able td "thovi Div 
#.ci Mordbver, a lbggres thin brisk and tively: vol 
liſh of ſenſual»PjeafufdoodrawsavaytheNindbicyill 

yot'be « rilwbtoutendso: ws Whi hat 
gentle Maormnagithin.Orporiapeirwill cxfityiibp its 
mourh, .brinleaftablureittwits own'ſide (4: Arc Sap 
160% Seng 1oherExrennul.bY Imernaknotby' Bet 

d:Rewfom ow wich Snachtwdat hte 

po don grdea 264 bo chntlditeray'h blicti 
Man':uvulÞgo ef golobrs;:: Amtidoubrict;. k-woutd 
be -but loſt labour to-readivatÞlind Ninn how-p F 
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- Objotts: *, x, 
faeh I arithagiafta'the 
Mindr: You \Maiiirhla? isa-pee- 
fect Slave t@1his leatiuwoatiarabebs b an ores 

tights 2h#SktIDe Anette mens en 
. #:Matherttiaticat Dimionfr thes IX Ih 

ot arm yree ot owe «fr 


ful in>declaring; me treat: Mr in je 
would ſoon dppearother-the Reſon of:alt Magkind is 
EG to 'the Tiiperious:Di@arces b-y ſeriſs; 
And inks God ivafte@iatv Minds; uStiiinon the ons 
Turid they may find fine alley & uncafinels in. ws 
reſtrial 
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47 waar that Main-chan alt | Lact oi imowp 
againſt the: Voice:of:al «hall ac Fnconh muſtbed 
| -— ao of .a very; Imprudent and Terheraribus' Be- 

lie HOT | 

But youwill fay;' Wegrnt indeed | that x: pens appears 


from this Argument. that nathiy 
Rey wares mr nf Sallen "ow wanngt gen | 
tier 40 mera 'berauſe 
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+8 any on6«thiergfore ſhall pretend aDivine Commit 
fon; thereare Three things' which-:hie ought to prove 
his Authority by :- Miracles, Holineſs of Life, and a 


* Doctrine: worthy of 'God, and every way uſeful to 


Mankind If he bring all-theſe things,he is to be believed 
as: knt from God. But it-no way comports with Di- 
vine Goodneſs and: Veracity to bear witneſs to a Falle- 
hood,- ori'to-expoſe men in things of the Greateſt mo- 
ment:to.an Everlaſting and inevitable Deluſion. | 

- :;Wherefore-we are:not only to look: at Miracles, but 


at.the Life and DoQrine of the Perſon who' pretends 


them;.to gain:to hitnſelf the Belief of DivineAuthority. 
To this: purpoſe ouriSaviour made uſe of an invincible 
Argument againſt the Phariſees, who objefted to hin 
that hecaſt-out: Devils by:the help of the Prince of De- 


frexeht to. deſolation:: Therefore ſince he: both by his 
Dattrine, and the mighty works that he did, ſet him- 
{elf wholly to pull down and overthrow the Kingdom 
of Satan, it.could not be that ' he ſhould caſt out Devils 
by the Aſſiſtance of Satah. "Therefore to 'make up a 
RightJudgment concerning. a Divine Teſtimony, the 
matter it felf which is atteſted ought to come into 
Conſideration, which if it contain any thing contrary 
toithe ſetled Principles of-Nature, thoſe Miracles are 
20648 bedooked uporras Divine, but as Diabolical Delu- 
Hons. TheBerzans werevommended by theSpirit ofGod 
to be moreNoblethen thoſe in Theſlalonica,z.e. of a more 


' Ingenuous and pliable Temper,is that they ſearched the ag. i7. tr. 


Scriptures, whether thoſe things ſpoken by Paul and Silas 
Rene Why thoald nor the ſatneCommendation belong 
hkewi © vgjifiwepurtto'aſevereScrutiny &Trialwhat- 
ever is deliver'd to us by any Perſon'for a Divine Law ? 

3- A third Argument may be drawn from the Na- 
ture of Religion; which'ought to be matrer of Choice 
43 and 
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yals;: wiz. That 'a Kingdom: divided ' againſt it ſelf is yiar.12.24,1- 
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and... Detzght.. Rut-now ; it- is -1hpaſiible. chat uny 
ane ſhoujg aqua in.that which is ——— 
the Principles of his very Nature. And indeed to know 
Concluſions themſelves, unleſs we likewiſe are afcer- 
tain'd from what Principles they flow, yields bur a 
flender Delight to the Underſtanding: As the Pleaſure 
of a Mathematical Gen4u reſults, not from having Geo- 
metrical Problems as undoubted Axzems by Heart, bur 
irom the being able ro comprehend their Demonſtra- 
tions deduced by a long Series of Propofitions. Where- 
fore it is moſt agr ro the Divine Goodneſs ſo'far 
to indulge and have regard to- the Nature of Man un- 
der theGoſpel,that he may find the Harmony andAgree- 
meat of thoſe things with Reaſon, which are propound- 
ed to him as Obje&s of Faith. Forhere lies the Prin- 
cipal DOR LE yy gas re their 
being capable of Religion, And it is a thing abhorvenc 
from —_ hs that which is moſtNatural, and 
the ſole Propriety of Man, ſhould yet be contradictory 
to his own Faculejes. Can. it be imagined that God 
intended co perplex Humane intellect with :inexplica- 
ble ſubtleties ? .Ox 135. anything the more excellent and 
Venerable, becauſeit exceeds all Underſtanding? Is he 
to bedeemed the fitteſt ſubject for. Religion, whois moſt = 
Bigotical and careleſly credulous i Are we toputoff Hu- 
mane Nature that we may. become Religious» Sarply 
ro:entertain the leaſt fuſpicion-of ſuch a: thing were 
the very Reproach ofall:Religion: Such oughr: to: be 
every Man's Judgment of ..his Religion, that -it c6n- 
tain nothing in it abſurd, unbecoming, or Repugnant 
to Right Reafon ; for what a ſhame were it  for-Religi- 
on to be afraid of the Tribunal of 'Reaſon 2 Þ have” al- 


ways looked upon that 2 a moſt worthy of :my 
choice, which -comes off Victorious when:-called te the 
Bar of ſtriteſt Reaſon. Wherefore ſhould a Gracious 


God 


"> 
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Gad. beſtow: upon us the Faculty of Reaſon, if we muſt 


nat ſuffer it to do-its Office when our concern is moſt 
Queſtion ?;Or what other Faculty is there left by 
whote conductwe cen fearch inta the Truth of Reli- 
gion-? If we oace forſake the Guidance of Reaſon muſt 
not all Religion be owing either to Education, Super- 
ſition or-ſome Fanatical Impulſe ? 

But you will fay, our Reaſon ſince the Fall is too 
much darkned, and therefore we are not competent 
Judges of Divine things. | | | 
'- But are the faint and more languiſhing Rays of the 
cone Sun therefore contemptible, and to be reputed 
Darkneſs, becauſo we are deprived of- his Meridian and 
more Exalted Light? Muſt he whoſe Eyes are ſomewhat 
dull, betherefore 'sccounted ſtark blind 2 Or muſt we 
quite ſhut our Eyes, becauſe they want the ſharpneſs 
and Perſpicacity of Rags? wh 
.. Is not Religion of. fich 8 Nature as- requires our 
greateſt Care and Diligence, as of a thing of the higheſt 
moment, and in which to have erred were ourgreateſt 
Infelicity? And to what Purpoſe were our Facultics gi- 
ven, if they be of no uſe in thoſe things wherein we 
maſt need them-?- Shall another Judge for us ? Or ſhall 


- | the Underſtanding of another direct my will ? Shall 
I ſee withother meas Eyes? Or walk only by the light 


that another carries before me ? Shall I mortifie my 
a__— Aﬀections with Arguments that I do nor un- 
and 2 Or govern my life þy_ the meaſure of ano- 
ther IRS? Are got - theſe _ to < 
doneey a Man's own proper Judgment, Inteilect an 
Light ? And can this be effected without the uſc of Rea- 
fon ? Nay further, is there need of any other Faculty 
inthechoice of Religion, and ſuch Principles as tend 
to the Regulation of Life, . but only of Resfon? Re 
is | F 2  ligion 


.. ceſfively an 


(40) | 
ligion is a free and ingenuous thing, that forceth none; 
bur Captivatesche Underſtanding with'its own'folitary 
Beauty&Pulchritude.And he that thinks otherwiſchNy 
accuſesReligion & introduces Superſtition'into its Place: 
4. A Fourth Argument TI take froni the Nature of 
Right Reaſon ; from whence ariſes a ckar Demonſtra: 
tion, that no Divine Revelation can be contrary to is. 
For the Souls of Men are derived from the Divine 
Mind, and Right Reaſon is of a Celeſtial Original;fras 
med after the Image of Uncreated Wiſdom and Knows 
ledge. It is:a-certain Beam. or Ray of the Intelleual 
Sun, bearing. the Reſemblance of Primigenial. lighe. 
For DivineWifdom is nothing elſe but a ſteatly Compre- 
kenfion: of the Idea's. of Things, together witti thoſe 
Reaſons, Aﬀections, and Mutual Relations whether of 
Concord or Diſcord, which Immediately'flow'fronmrhe 
Nature of Things themſelves, as Relations pofiro fur 
damento & termino, And the DivineIntelle does thti- 
mately penetrateand behold at 'one view theſe Aﬀett- 
' enstogether with the Idea's of the Things-themſelves 
and diſcerns their Order and Reciprocations. Now 
what is this but fixed and ftable Reaſon: looking upon 
the Reaſons and Connections of. all-things at once, 'and 
as it were with an Unmoved'Eye 2 Whoſe expreſs and 
accurate Reſemblance is-Right Reaſon-engraven on Hu- 
mane Minds, which though t%annot know'and lay 
open all things, and their reſpetive Reaſons, by one 
ſingle Ac, 7 it | explicates and unfolds them - fuc+ 
in-order. Moreover , we: have a clear - 
and diſtin&t Perception of the Conſent or Diſcrepancy 
of ſo many of theſe Idea's and Reaſons-as we have an 
Entire and Comprehenfive-'view of, and accordingly 
undertake either the Probation or-Refutation of one 
from another. . Wherefore. Humane Reaſon does. cruly 
TECY | © amuitate. 
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imitate-and expreſs Divine Wiſdom, with this only 
Differencethat what ſhe'comprehends at once with one 
fGogle:A&, Reaſon deduces by many and operoſe Con- 


That God ſhould therefore reveal any thing contrary 
to Right Reaſon, is alike impious as to ſuppoſe him to 
bea Liar;and to contradid the internal Conceptions of 
his own Wiſdom. .: For Right Reafon and Divine Wiſ- 
dom give the'ſame Judgment ofthings, andif Humane 
Underſtanding ſhall at- any time determine otherwiſe, 
that muſt not be: looked upon as the Fault of Reaſon, 
but.of Ignorance. - Therefore if any thing propounded 
under. the Plauſible Name- of Divine Revelation ſhall 
ſeem to-contradict Reaſon, I ought to ſuſpe&t that I 
do not fully: conprehend the meaning of it, and there- 
fore muſt inſiſt upon-.a further ſearch, and reſolve that: 
God intended that to be believed, which ſhould be moſt 
conſonant to-the Principles of. Nature. Nevertheleſs-I- 
would not have Humane. Underſtanding arrogate too - 
much to it ſelf, nor raſhly attempt to condemn pre- 
ſeatly that which exceeds its Capacity; For if the. 
chiefeſt Part -of- thoſe things which are deiivered and 
conſigned/by Divine /Teſtimony, be worthy of God, 
and Conſonant to. our: Faculties, as to otherthings we 
ought to yield an implicit Faith to Divine Revelations, 
though they ſeem otherwiſe. to claſh with Reaſon, yet . 
to give our Aſſent to 'them, at leaſt according to the 
ſeaſe of the Spirit of God, : although what that is, we 
 cannot-yet.ſo fully underſtand. | | 

5. A Fifth and laſt Argumeatſhallbe drawn from the 
Nature of the Chriſtian Religion it ſel. And firſt of . 
all. as to- its Precepts,. their. Parity, ſanity and uſe- 
fulneſs,both as to perticular Perſons,and alſo the Publick, 
are. ſa clear to every attentive and conſiderative Man, 

: : that. : 
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that it would be altogether ſaperfiuousto-.gao- about. to * 
evince their Agreotuent wich Raton! Acre-apueciitty 
when the thing it ſelf is fe. fully. made goa alreadyby 
the learned Dr. Zammond. From hence it likewiſe fo} 
lows, That the Promiſes and Coniminations in Religi- 
on are extreaimly. agreeable , to Reaſon, foraſmuch: #$ 
they are a kind of: Hedge and Security. for the Precepty 
contain'd in it. And-though theſe three Parts of Chri- 
ſtianity do far excel, , yet. they: are. ndt-wholly:differene 
from other Religions that have taken place in the 
World, eſpecially among the wiſer and more Phitoſo- 
phical Pagans, who ſet:the- Precepts of Morality-at a 
high Pitch, and alſo held the DoRrine of Rewards arid 
Puniſhmeats after this life, So-.that whatever may be _ . 
faid in Vindication. of the Ancient Piety.: and Wiſdom, 
may with greater Reaſon be ſpoken. in behalfof Chri- 
ſian Religion, For even the moſt profane and Atheiſti- 
cal Wits. upon reading the: Holy Scriptures have con: 
feſſed thatthey contin. in them the moſt excellene Pre- 
| cepts of Piety and Virtue. ' 


Therefore I ſhall chooſe rather to diſcourſe briefly of 
Chriſtianity under. the Notion of aDeterminate Refi- 
* giondifferent from-all other, . thac its:Conformity with 
Right Reaſon may from hence likewiſe be made appa- 
rent. | bo het Bent ER EE IC - 
Firſt, therefore, What can be ht more apreeablc 
to Reaſon thenthatGod FapeyFins. fone certainPer- 
ſon with rheOffice,of teaching and inftruting Mankind. 
in the Diſcharge of their Duty'to him, - and to one ano. 
ther 2 For the Degenerate Qfſspring of Adam arc hugely 
Ignorant . + 4 


nr of theit. Duty.;(whence fo many ridic 
Rites of Superſtition have. been obſervable throughour 
allAges and very: auch aced aTeacher. And beſides-they 


arc obſtinately and wilfully: bent opon-the La 1-1 
Fleſh, - 


(43) 
- Fleſh, and for this Reaſon want fuck'a Law-giver as 
may- 'Canſe ia Veneration- and” Fear in them. And 
that — ſhould be a Perſon of an unſpotred 
and bl is life:is very congruous, both that he may 
be a Pattern and-Example to us, and likewiſe beget a 
Reversnce :and. Bſtcem of his Do@rine. That be 
ſhould be conceived 'by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Wombofa Virgin without the concurrence of Man, 
. ts ancxcellent proviſion for a higher Eſteem and Valua- 
tia of his Perſon, being ſeparated from Humane De- 
fitements,: and the Ordinary Courſe of Nature. ' That 
he ſhould be iatunately united to the Divine Nature, 
and ſo truly and rly God, adds the greater Majeſty 
to: what he ſhould deliver. Nor could God fignifie his 
willing way moreagreeable tothe Nature of Man ; for 
he cannot appearito us but under ſome Corporeal Veil ; 
, and-what mace fitting'Manfion or Covering then our 
Fleth? Why may not God makeufe of ſome one of us 
(asthe Soul doth of the BodyJasan Inſtrument by whoſe 
Intervention he may difcover his Mind to us? Here is 
nathing either Contrary ro Reaſon or hard to be under- 
food. Forwwhy ſhould the ConjunQion of the Deity 
with the Natureof Chriſt more trouble the Underftand- 
ing then the Unjon ofthe Soul with the Body? For the 
higher'and more exaked Nature.any thing is of, with 
the 'prearer Facility may iit-inſmuate and derive it. 
ſelf.' -Burthough this Perſon'be ſo Hluftrious, yet it 
ſeems Reaſonable that in refetence to this Bodily life 
he ſhould he of 'mean Quality and obſcure Condition ob- 
noxious tothe ſameEvils and Infirmities;to which we our 
{tives are expdſed:: For fo we thaillhave mighty Incen- 
twertothe'Love of God, und Pationt-bearing of AMi- 
Rions;' when weſtezhe moſt Innoceat Captain of our 
Salvation, fufter fo much upon-our Account. —_ 
: that 


- - Thatitis an] ent. 
dence _in-our: Lord! and::Savi whorbein 
made perfe& through ſufferings, -knowShow! to.ſuccot 
 and-reheveithoſe that are oppreſſed aider 7p More- 
-over we tmay teafonably nn 
ſome greater cettainty: of. Ererqaliand;.lmmorral life, 
then what was found-amopg'the Heathen, -whe-Ipakt 
very doubtfully of it ; as likewiſe that we thauld-be 
more fully aſſured of. the Reſurre&ion:'of the Body, 
without which the Happineſs of Man-cangat beComs 
pleat :. And how ready-God is to Pardon:Singnes n 
a true Faith and Repentance ; for 'this;weare..apt 16 
doubt of when we conſider. the Malignity of Sin, our 
own proaeneſs to \Revenge, and 'hbw' rare #thingit i is 
to find we pot afay Lomas men. Ta;like man- 
Pariſh — eogtereT ors that.b uri) pg ora 
- Puniſhments3 $6 )'s tothoſe 
.we may be alluredto' Obedience, and; Oe bf fear of 
theſe may be deterred frori-fin. ': And that he ſhould 
gain credit -to :all rheſe things bath:;by:! 
. and by: his: Death: For Mirgaie > greateſ:") 
mony otDivinePreſence,: Anil in that hely; 
up to Death, itis a Greatſignof:'the Teath and Since- 
rity of his dealing with- us. - Beſides, It isa clear De- 
-monſtration of. the,Diyino Goodneſs. towards us, who 
that -he; might dq-us;gaod. 
'Nor can there its ſtronger Argumetit;#a' move us'to 
Crucifie-our Luſts,'and*to lay down'qur lives for the 
Brethren. Butthat ourLordby .his Death becaqgnea Sacri- 
_ fice for ſins, by which/Gopd cares Seer it - 
Was 2 deſign-of\Infigits. Ludom at 
| lieve and ſucequr thetfoul ur ndee Bit Argutnetus:piiÞ 
ſpondency andDiſtxuſt, "whichcl Ky | NN Tir 
from the Holineſs and Juſtice of God; = Eh a 
| Wit 
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Chriſt: for that very End | propitiating Divine Juſtice. 
His ReſurreCtion from the Dead is likewiſe very Conſo- 


nant-to Reaſon, . being an Ample Confirmation of his 


paſt Actions, and alſo a Demonſtration of the Poſſibility 
of our Reſurre&tion.and Return to Life after Death.But 
that after his ReſurreQion he was exalted at the Right 


| hand of God, and that all. Prayers and Praiſes ſhould 


be offered to God by his Mediation, and that he always 
makes Interceſſion for vs, this is likewiſe very agree- 


on 


. gbleto Reaſon :. For UEncE God not only makes known 


to us his kindneſs and Good-will, 'but has placed our 
Brother at his Right hand, a Perſon moſt dear to him, 
and moſt tenderly affefted towards us, through whom 
we;may with cheerfulneſs and full truſt make our ap- 
projeh. fo God.;; Chriſt .in, the mean while deprecating 
od in our; behalf, that we ſhould acknowledge what- 
ever Good befals us to proceed wholly and purely from 
the love of God. And. then in that all Power both in 
Heayen and Earth is committed into his hands, and 
that he is. Gods Vice-gerent, and the Head of Saints 
and Angels, it is a great Comfort to us, becauſe it is he 
that ſo dearly loves us who is poſleſt of ſuch mighty 
Power. . Moreover fince there is without Diſpute a cer- 
rain Polity and Government, among the Bleſſed Saints 
and Angels, whom.can we imagine to have better and 
greater Right to this. Principality than Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is God clothed withHumane Nature? And that both 
Devils and: Men. are ſometime to be ſummon'd. before 


' the dreadful. Triburial of God, is very Conſentaneous ; 


for tliis, very . thought 'will ſtrike Terror into the moſt 
daring, Sinner, andthe Solemgi ty of the Judgment 


t 
will ,vindicate God. from jgll Suſpicion. of Malignity 


and. Injuſtice, becauſe, cvery, Man's | Conſcience will 
_ reftifie to himthatr his. Miſery .proceeds from his own 


C——_ 
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wreeelied Folly. Norcan : ring be uy oro 
pro per then that Cheift ppointed Rt 

ſince God cannot execttte this lent Judgment ut hn 

der a viſible haps , what fitter Inſtrument” can there | 
befor this Purpoſe, then'thar very Nature ' in which 
long ago he has taken up his dwelling ? And hſtly,*ti 

no way diſcrepant from Reaſon, that having ſubdued 

all his Enemies, he ſhould deliver up the Ki deg to 


his Father : For his Mecdiatory Offic being detigned to 
this Parpoſe, that lapſed Man may be recovered to the 
Life of God, and inveſted with endleſs Happineſs; up- 
on the perfeRing this work, : the Determination of his 
Kingdom ought to follow Which yet is to be-underſtoo] 
after this manner, viz. 'That Jeſus Chriſt, God-Man ſhall 
from thence, and forever continue the Prince ahd Head 
of Saints and Angels. ''Thus we have etl run 
through the ſeveral Heads of Ohriſtiarr Religion, and | 
ſhall not further treſpaſs upon your Patience. 

What remains I ſhall diſpatch ina Word. *From, what 
hath becn already ſaid it appears clearly indecoroits and 
unworthy of a Chriſtian to draw in his Religion with 
his Mothers Milk, and to attribute his receiving' it, figt 
to- the Ingenuous Diſquiſition: of Reafon, but to the 
Laws of his Country, his Education, to the DiQates of | 
 fome learned Man in whom'he has an Implicit” Faith, 

and {ſuch like Prejudices as theſe. And in Concluſion, 
makes it his whole bufineſs pertinaciouſly to defend it, 
not -upon/adae choice anddifcernment between Truth | 


and Falſhood, bur'ripon ſome preconceived and- preju-. 


| hve Opinion. ' Whereas that is ſcarce worthy the 

Faith, nor teful 'to God, whichowrs its 
On rien] rather! to ling RIF. the then either” 0 the 
Kyi eee os thi the weight of t 


guments | for it.” Neyo As, tar be who-aher 
| all - 
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an an hundle tous, and: attentive ave of Things 
to be 

of- eai—y yet at — of Pardon, 

res he > we © hall bite and fortuitouſly aſſent, though 

Sg it ſelf, To wbich. the Holy Writings bear 


by commanding us to ſearch the Scriptures g 20 Joh. 5. 39. 


1/4 Sher, and to examine and try #he Spirits : af ne 5.446 


And as our Apoſtle exhorts us, ts be ready always to give 
an anſwer to every May that asks us a Reaſon of the bope 
_—_ uf in us. 
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ANNOTA TIONS 


+ Upon the forogoing - 


DISCOURSE. 


He Pious and Excellently learned Author of 
| this Diſcourſe, being himſelf ſo Great a Ma- 


ſter of Reaſon, made it his whole Buſineſs toim- 

ploy his Great Parts for the Honour and Ad- 
he - of Religion. He was a well inſtructed Scribe ._. 
| ingdom of Heaven, and as a Faithful 
Se of- ho Myſteries of God wy brought forth 
out of his Treafures things New and Old. And Eating 


2 
LS LpRE 


l whe ich Annotations as may 
ſtrate and-confirm that high Senſe and; great Reſon our * 
In enious Author hath cyrio aſty and wh OL bcetbc - 
drawn togeth 

3,4: What ever AED, to us as matter of | 
Belief. tot 'ſomuch ac to be above Reaſon. ] There 

- are ſome who out of ſtupidity rather thena due. Vencra- 


+ . 


(49) 
tion of Religion, make'thechoiceſtof its: Articles ſo in- 
comprehentible as to:be-clevated above Reaſon, that is; 
in their ſenſe; ' ſuch as'of which Humane Intelle@ can 
have no-Conceptibn : Then which certainly nothing can 
be. more' derogatory to-that Sacred Occonomy, which 
the Eternal a5yg-the Son'of God hath ſer on foot, nor 
give greater Ground tothe bold Cavils and Pretentions 
of Enthuſiaſts and diſguiſed Arheiſts,'* As if there 'were 
no other deſign in the.Chriftian Religion bur'to amuze 
and puzzle Humane Uunderftandings, by propounding 
a Company: of intricate” and * perplexed Riddles, of 
which we can have no Apprehenſion, but muſt believe: 
them merely becauſe they are unintelligible,” For' cer- 
tain it: 15;; that whatever! is'lin'its own Nature uncon- 
ceivable can-be no'Objea of Humane Underſtanding; 
and: conſequently can-be no Object of Faith. -- And 
were a:vainiang ridiculous Thing to tell us -thif God. 
reveals unconceivable Myſteries to us, to convint&us 
of our Emptine&antNothingnefs : For Chriſtian Reli- - 
gion makes its ultimate Bnd:to'be rhe Perfection of Hu- 
eziiNow thatwhictiis wholly and abfolute-. 
ly.abbvb-Reaſaiwas likewiſe aninrellipible, : and; whiar- 
iv/ſagccanmuibſinie aid coudiante: and berter the: 
Exculties:ob Nlatyandrpetfect his Nature. *Tis true, : 
in this ſenſe, ambkingvortior; we mayardmita thing toi 
be;-ab oo aan: ;as- otr excellent Author: 
ſpeaks )1@ald@rribirmilareted- could abe'lpght:upon is;) 
fecun-6 Mlaa expeoingrh{1-bf Angel cent Ge 
$247 j inpahit:iof Angels gs Fo 
Meny bilrglopnbw iid mnnif- hed and revealed rotity- 
there ivnabbibg in ixUintogceibable, nor awy ons Article = 
beyond: the Poper:afl oRativnal Soulto kevejiyhought = 
net-enfull; yermpoegrignd diſtin Neb of. Uh wenn 
Notiof of GodrimpticsViicemprebeifiblirpih icy yerhort? 
| _ withſtanding... 
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withſtanding a Ratidnal Mind may have. a. very; evident 
and .clrarConception,afhis Nature: : And.ithat which 
dazles duriEymanith-ſugbianamezing Juſtroin/Chrittia: 
nity, that is, the-DaRrine of the: Trinity, 'was not 
thovgbt-either-uointelligibleior wratiopal by the wiſeſt 
and moſt learned 'Pagans,) though ſuch is the Profound- 
nefs ofthe Myſtery, thatHumane Underſtanding could 
never have fall'o uporiany. ſuth Fliing wichour «a Di 
vine Revelation. Therefore: what che beſt of the Pa- 
$ diſcourfed of it, -was but'a;Communication. of that 
Doaritie which had been :received by Tradition from 
the-fult Ages of the Warld,-and was made known to 
. thearbytSupent Revalation; :.//The ſame: we may 
{ay of albother MyKerious Points in the Chriſtian Reli- 
" gio%;alat; belog] revealed) they bear a pleaſing and 
agreegble Harmony. with aur: Reaſons, and do inti- 
__— wilh 2. famething::.in; our own 
. | 
.''Pagy: 
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| (82) 
Adytum to enjdy*the Preſence -of : God in 'the: higheſt 
Heavens for evermore. - Hence Chriſtianity. as it is a 
Myſtery, -ſo in oppoſition to the prophane-Rites of the 
Heathen worſhip, -it 15 ivov2telay- wogeco, a Myſtery of 
Godtineſs, r'77m:3. 16. and # x7: tvorpacy Soars, 
4 Doarine according to Godlineſs, 1 77m. 6.3, And-it is 
very decorous and becoming theWiſdom of God,to hide 
and conceal the choice DoErines of Chriſtianity as pre- 
cious' Treaſures, behind a Clond,: that they may'not be 
the too'taſie Purchaſe of every 3ifotute Perſon, ind'that 
Religion it ſelf may not be contemned and diſeſteemed 
by. fappoling it to-have nothing Venerable and excellent - 
in-it. * But as the Speators at the foot of the Hill be- - 
hold'nv greater Beauty and Comelineſs in- the Face of 
our) Saviour ther in other men, *but' when he afcended : 
the Mount his:Countenance appear'd to thoſe thitwere - 
capable; witlt a Brightneſs nd Luftre far ſurpaſſing that - 
of the Sun: Thus. it-is with his DoQrrine; while we 
Dato; ard our Eyes are filled witttDuſt, . 
-#1d aur MNds field with the Lofts and Vivirles'or- 
'the-World; we're no more Excellency and Beauty*to + 
command our Veneration and-love in Chriſtianity then : 
in'Other things: But if we would aſcend up tothe top 
-of the Mount by a due Purification of-our Spirits;-by-. 
-Mortification of our irregdlar' Appetites and by Afimi- 
' ation of our Minds to Goed,we fhould behold admirable 
 Glories, -and be enraviſhed with the Pulchritude of the - 


-pransfigur'd Face of Jeſus, 'For'the Secret of the Lord'is Pl. 25: 14s 


"1 Pap. 5. There is a certain Perſon who aſſerts the Rea- - 
"Ions -Fhings to be contingent and arbitrations.] The - 
-Potfon - intended bere was Szyd/ovius who in a"Treatife. 
intituled, Yiwdiciz Dinz/ftionum ali net Hiffcilinn W'con- 
troverſarum in Theotogia, printed at Francker, _—_ . 
| OTRET. : 


'only lwrth them thi fear him 51: 4 17); 
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- other: things lays down ſuch;Poſitions: as theſe, Qae- 
ritur. (Gnquit): An detar alignid antecedenter bonum ad 
: Yoluntatemw:Dei : Sive,, An res fint ide juſte & bone 
 quia;News/eas vult, vel, An ided cas velit quia -juſte fint ? 
Negatur dari aliguid antecedenter, bouuw ad voluntatens 
. Dei, :& Affirmatar Res ided efſe juſtas'& bonas, quia-eas 
Deus wult ; non contra, ideo eas wvelle Deum quia Juſte 
& Zone int. And afterwards he thus goes on, Obji- 
ciet quiſpiam:. Ergo,fic Deus poterit imperare Blaſphe- 
amjarn, Perjuriam, Mendacium, &c. quod abſurdum Vide- 
tar. Reſp. Etiam in illis que ad cultum Dei pertinent, 
amnllo alio modo-homines obligantur nifi ex pracepto & per 
legem. Si.enim Deus voluiſſet, tum potuiſſet alium Cultum 
-vel-modum Calths jubere fibi graftari; Jtags etiamiſta 
gu4 ad Cultum ſum pertinent, Deus liberrime pracepit,& 
quidem-ut potuerit aliter praecepiſſe : ideog; ex-Hypotbeſ; 
.tantim Mandati Divini iſta y pie - Et videtur hic 
 preſupponigquaſi Mendacium &. Blaſphemia afficiant Deum 
aliguomodo, quod prorſus falſumeſt., Certam .igitur. eſt 
Deum puts, contrarium modum cultis fibi jubere pre- 
ftari, Which execrable- Poſitions our Author :out of 
that tender and delicate;. ſenſe he had: of Truth, and 
mighty Zeal for the Honour of God, did juſtly dereſt 
_ abominate, and. therefore ſer himſelf, to,confute 
ſuch, Blaſphemous Aſlerrions as. theſe in a ſhort but ex- 
ceeding Compact and Rational Diſcourſe,. which ſince 
his much lamented Death has been. Publiſhed by the 
Title: of 4 Diſcourſe of Truth, and is now. reprinted 
with another uſeful Diſcourſe .of an Ingenious Perſon 
with Annotations apoo.them both. To which for full 


v 


 atisfaQion and' Proſecution of the Heads here.mentian- 


ed Irefer.. And ſhall only tranſcribewhat I find con- 
- .cerning this Subject ina Philoſophical Poem. . ;/-- 


w 


w 53 *y 2. 
P Gat dr al th at bis Pleaſure, * 
[outs be' ns Arne doch ifs Good, 
| So-that bis Ations will bave'no ſet Meafnre 3 
 #9e poſſible it foould be underflood- 
. What beintends? T feel that he is Iev'd 
Of my dear Soul, -ind know that 7 have born 
Mach for bis ſake; yet is it not henceprov'd 
Thee } halle, Howe h Tdo fighand monru 
7 o find bis Face his Crratures ” he Il flight & ſcorn- 


' When I breath out my utmoſt Vital Breath, 
And my dear Spirit to my God commend, *- 
_ Tet ſome foul Fiend cloſe hrking widerneath | 
Hy ferieus, humble Soul from me | 
. $0 fo the lower ſhades down we 7 Stop wend. 

hb Tin Hearts Lo wh y ex 
A Berrer doom'; ; fith kn 
Towards rhe Wiilof God, a bad acrefted | 
+ Strong Hopt of Ia ing Life, but now 1 an reieted. 


: Not of well Bei iy wor Sab Rency 
12:.1 Df our Po or Bonli, when they do þ "hence by AV 
| Cana fe on here 
#5 -rbas thus pe "* 
-Fhe LalWYof God, nd raſhly do aſſert e "oe 
| .Zbar WIG MARY God, "but Gvod rules not ods wig 
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Tis true; if God. wete ſuch an. Arbitrary Being 
whoſe ſoleWill were che-Rule'and Meaſure of: Goodneſs 
and Juſticey.as the forecited Author eqntendshe- 1 ts, it is 
. Utterly impoſſible we ſliould. tave #ny: certainty of the 
cleareſt Tnith, not.ſo mach as that Khree'agd Three 
make Six, becauſe weecan never be affured that this Ar- 
bitrary Omnipateat Deity. did; not:purpoſely\ make the - 
Frame of que Souls {o,.' as that'they-(hould then be de- 
ceived when they: have the- cleareſt and moſt evidenc 
Perception of things. Therefore that Acute Philoſo-' 
pher Des-Cartes committed a great over-ſight when he 
wouldehave.. us doubt, of, the. Truth of thoſe Things 
whereof we have the cleareſt Evidence and Demonſtra- 
tion ; becauſe till we cometo the Knowledge of a God 
we cannot be certain that our Faculties are not falſe and 
impoſturous; for we .have no way to come to the 
knowledge of God, but þy our Faculties. And:therefore 
this were, 1..Tocondemn.us. to\.an Eternal, Scepticiſm 
from whuch | there, is no, pollibility, of ever extricating 
our ſelves. 2. It is 4 Ridiculous way of Argumenta- 
tion to prove the Truth of God's.:Exiſtence, trom our 
Faculties. of _ R eaſon and Underſtandiog ;. ard then 
to prove the Truth of thoſe Faculties from.theExiſtence 
of God nt $. Trre poing Packing moe laamtdiate to 
us, "not any thing whe A we canconclude mire cer- 
rainly. a thing Fi & {neon My our gn the 
Trurh-of our F acult oa, thing, it 
ts wage ch it Wt to <proind by. apa ies\them- 
ſelves, ut th this OAX ous.circulakBemon- 
ſtrarion;_to WR the 'Tritl 8 our Faculties, by the: 
Truth of our Faculties, : " Whence: it. neceſſarily follows 
That we are only to, Ras ON Atayer tobe true, it 
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Mind,or of the © ub@-ax9%4%;the only: wiſe. God, as 
ourFaculties if rightly cultivated ſuggeſt unto us,& the 
Apoſtle does admoniſh us.Fhat therefore; was the-main ge ve. wres | 
flip inDes-Cartes that he was not. content to ſuppoſe ouy Vol. Philoſoph. 
Faculties to be true, but he would proye-them to be fo, 79" P: 15 
when he was deſtitute of all Argument for it, but the 
Truth of the Faculties themſelves. But ſomePhiloſophers 
bring the-buſineſs to a cloſer pinch, as they conceive,by 
ſuppoſing the very Eſſence of Truth to. be clear and di- 
ſtia& Perceptibility, infomuch that not Omnipoteuce- 
it: ſelf, much leſs Caſualty, 'can bring to paſs that what 
is falſe* ſhould be clearly perceived to. be. But theſe. 
otherwiſe witty and: learned Contemplators do not con- 
ſider, That Truth is a-Thiog antecedent to Perceptibi-, 
lity, wbich, reſpeQts.the Perceptive, Intellect, and is in 
it. ſelf nothing. elſe. (I mean Eternal Truths but the 
neceſſary Coherence or Incoherence of the Terms of 
which ror Truth it fel Goth cont. 06 hats 
Perceptibility cannot, be-the Eſſegce of Truth, I ſpeak 
here of Truth intheObje&t,-not.in the Subje, _ 

Author has diſtinguiſhed -in his Ingenious Diſcourſe. of 

Truth; which go Iatelle& Percepttye. or Conceptine. 

makes, ;but finds inthe Intelle&t Exbiitive, as his An+ 
notator;has. alſo, obſeryed;, Infomuch that the Divige. 
IntelleR;it ſelf quatexus Perceptiye or Conceptive is nat 

the Author of Archetipal Truth,, but quaterus Exhibt- 

zive. Moreover, though clear and diſtin Perceptibi-. 

lity were the very Eflence of Truth, whenas indeed it 

is only. a Relative;Mode thereof, , what is this rg our. 
Perceptive Faculty, till, it come to a clearaftual Percep- 
tion, and what 1s this but a ſtrong Cogitation that I 
clearly and diſtin&ly.perceive a thing 2, Bur, that many 

havg been miſtaken. when they haye had ſuch. a: firgng 

Cogitation.is indeed the __ Diſgrace of Specplaty: | 
Rs, le - =o 


PT == 
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on and Philoſophy. Whenes it is manifeſt, when they 
ſay that Omnipotence it felf cannot bring to paſs that . 
what is falfe ſhould be clearly ved to be, that the 


.. Word [perceived} is" fallacion abuſed, - to a ſenſe be- 


yond the Capacity of the preſent Circumſtances, as if it 
fignified [really to find]whenas it only-fignifies, ſtrong] 

to think we clearly perceive a Thing to be. Whic 

many have and yet have been in a miſtake ; and thisb 

Caſualty. What then cannot Omnipotence do in this 
kind, if it would? But ſuppoſing our Faculties to be 
true when all Moral diligence has been employed to fic 
them for uſe(and none but aHumoriſt will then call in- 
to'Queftion their Verdi, when they'clearly diſcern a 
thing to be) the Exiſtence of God'and his Attributes 
being plain to us, we have a further Aſſurance, we ha- 
ving ſuch an Author of our Being, that he gave not our 
Facultics to abuſe us, but to inform us faithfully of all 


Truth] ry and uſeful for-us,ſo that whart is clear to 
themis really true. Which istheAſſertivn of this ourLear- 


net and Pious Writer without any Carteffax Fetches and 
Ambages. And laſtly, we may note by way of Over- 
lus, That clearnefs and diftin@neh s of Perception in the 
| IntelleQ Perceptive or Conceptive, is not the Right no- 
tion'of Truth, bttt the Conformity of the Perception. 
. or Conception with the Thing conceived, which is 
Truth in the Obje& and that therefore in falſe Opi- 
nions the Perception of the IntelleR is not only obſcure, 
bur falſe, becauſe it perceives or conceives otherwiſe 
then the Thing it ſelf- is, which is the true and univer-. 
fally acknowledged Notion of. what is falſe in the con- 
ceiving of Things. _ g / = 
. Pag. 8.' Our Reaſon would immediately have ſuggeſted 
20 us that he was an Impoſtor and Decetver. | That God 
may permit an Impoſtor and Deceiver to work _ | 
| &, , 
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(57) 
cles, -wehave rhe expreſs Teſtimony of Holy Scripture; 
and the matter of Fact confirglſfl in the Zgyprian Sor- 
cerers, Deut. 13.1,2. Moſes teIls the ſraclztes, that if 
any Perſon ſhould come in the Name of a-Prophet, and 
ſhould do a Miracle, ifthir Prophet ſhould attempt by 
this to ſeduce them toldolatry; then he was not tobe 
believed, becauſe God might ſuffer this in Tentationem, 
to prove their Faith and Belief in the true God. But 
on the other ſide, if a Prophet ſhould come in- the 
Name of God, and produce Miracles as the Credentials 
- of Divine Authority and Commiſſion, and ſhould ex- 
hort them only to the Worſhip of the True Gad of 7/- 
racl, than he ought to-be believed. For this was the 
Sign. or Note by which they ſhould know a true Pro- 
=_ froms falſe, Deat. 18. 21, 22. In like manner, 
e that are Chriſtians, having the Law of Right Reas« - 
ſon engraven. in our Souls, ought to be as Cautious | 
and Jealous of admitting Belief , though a Perſon : 
ſhould by Miracles ſeek to extort it -from-us, if under 
pretence of Divine Revelation he would introduce 
any thing contrary to clear and evigent Reaſon. Be- 
cauſe we may be aſſured that no ſuch thing can be Au- - 
thorized of God, 'but that if the Miracles are true and : 
real, they are done in 7extatiozem.. See Annotat. upon 
.' i . - _ 
: mk 10. We find moſt of theſe to have been altuated 
with ax exceſs of Joy, and tranſported with a ſeemingly 
Divine fervor.) How far a Natural Enthu$aſm may Pre-- 
\ vail upon .men. is evidently ſeen in the freſh Examples 
which every Age produces ; and *tis obſervable that- 
thoſe Sets among us which pretend moſt to Divine In« -- 
ſpiration, are moſt of all infeted and agitated with . 
"| Melancholy, which ariſing from the lower Region of 
the Body , and aſcending in Copious ſteams. —_ _ 
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- Bl66} EY in \thsHeain, fertnents ilike-ju "% 
Wine, and ffaimsthe ior-witbVaricty.of Bliaws 
tafms and Impreſſions. And.If. this app net BEE: 
tional: —_ teligious Temper: whoſe underſtandings 
notſtrong rodiſcetnTlielllufibas ofPpanſic rol 
the Dictrtcsokthe Spirit of God, irqreſently-begetgjin 
hit a ſtrong! and vigorous Conceit: hoix! Dwinthy- 
atted and inſpired. With which Deluſipnithiey are:ph - 
more-caſily impoted upon;-forcwantaftaright Lndgl 
ſtanding ot the Nature of:the Prophetiesl Spigi 

impulſe and-influence: upanthe Mind; gh: 
ſtrong and vigorous, being in the HHexrt: a5a-Farwing 
Fire, ſhut up in .the' Bones, 'which Rnſblyaflicted w nd 
pained cal it. received: a Vent, Jean 4s ow pars by ge 
Propher' Feremy, .Ohap.:20. 9.). yet itnev —_— 
elouded thei Rational: Faculty ,-;bur the I 

ph remainedſtill free and undiGurbed,coor-didberes 


ie ay wee of the Effectsof this Natural 
> may tolful't Exc lent Treatiſe ;of = 
ad EabilBul Tridetpbotuc.: : © 
$2. 7o 7 0 6b briokignd lively reliſh of ys 
ifares ghz; od; ir-will not.he atoilgh+ 
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wes Soul of Man a:double,N 
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a«rres;:.the inner and outer Man. And according t3. 
this double Capacity, the ReſpeAive ObjeRts are like- 
wiſg:: different .; The; Animal Nature or Outer Man. 
_ diffatesthe'79 #99 what is pleaſant or profitable in the - 
Grofleſt ſenſe, and is only that blind and irrational Ap+ 
petite which reſults from the Souls Union and Conjun- 
Rion, with the Body, With reference to this the Apoſtle 
ſays, 1 Foh.2.-16.. AU that is in the World, the Luſt of 
the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, is 
not of the Father, but of the World: i. e. Thele are the 
Gratifications of the Mundane Life or Animal Nature, . 
and-abourt fach things as theſe the Corporeal life is per- 
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and. gyided by the Counſels and Inſpirations of Right 
Reaſon. - Now.becauſe. the Soul cannot attend to two | 
different. Faculties or Capacities at the ſame time inthieir | 
higheſt atings. and, Invigorations, it follows that-upon - 
the Prevalency and Enlargemeat of cither of them, the - 
other is ſenſibly diminiſhed, abated,: and debilitated. 
For who is there that ſees not how crazed and beſot- - 
red. thoſe, Perſonsare'in, their, Intellehals, , who. ler - 
-themſelyes looſe to,the;condudt of their:irregular Luſts 
-and Appetites, and: plunge their Souls without bounds. 
. or meaſures ;in.Corporeal Joys 2 So.that were it not for 
. their Extergal ſhape, there would þe little difference be- 
.twevn hemp and rules. And.j8 it. pofſibſe,now to dif - 
mmerings offatelletualLight - 
through ſuch profound-ahd clammy darkneſs?- Nay, it is 
; very, eaſje toconceive that the Rampancy. and Luxurian- 
©. of:she-Agimal.Lafe may: ariſe toſuch height as to 
form an Extraondinary and thick Cortex. over the [ntel- 
-kRuyalor /Diyine Principte, that itsaftings ſhould 'ne- 
; | ver , 
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tional and blind Appetites in the Zmbryo or firſt rudi- 
mental Efformations. For the fluſh eruption and bla- . 
zing of the Corporeal life, is a fad Prefage of the'Death 
and Extin&tion of the Diviner Faculties. And Death 
it ſelf in a Phyſical ſenſe is only the Confopition, or lay- 
ing aſleep ſome Powers that others may awake in their 
ſtead : Hence the Spirit of God affirms that thoſe who 
live in pleaſures, 4. e. licentionſly and delicately, omit- 
ting no opportunities of gratifying that worſer Life to 
which they have ſo tender a Regard, are dead while 
they live. Tothis purpoſe isrharof Plotinus, Enncad. 
18 oirodvjc ual 2M, &s 2al Zr tohor. "Kal 5 dolvat$- ori 
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AhoSinei dtc; A vitions Perſon dies after tht 'tnun- 
ner the Soul is cable ps and the Deatlrof the 
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GOES ITO Raſe! ena Pea, 
dad infipit Renſor, isHoP the Authors 
"7 Reſon is:«fofficient 
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'sithar- it perceives a' Generous Relliſh, and Gratetul, 
__ andaffeQting Pleaſure. in Holineſs and Virtne. For till 


this inward IntetleQual Senſe be'in ſome Good meaſure 
awakened, Religion itſelf does but very litfle,and weak- 
ly aftet the Mind. | Therefore our Author adds,' That 


. © heavenly Things are not otherwiſe to be known, but by ſuch 


an inward rellifh and affetting light as Divine Grace uſual- 
ly imparts to defetate and humble Minds. And a little 
above he fays,. That to render our ſelves Obedient to the 
Wil of our heavenly Pather, u.the only plain andeaſy way 
to the attaining a true knowledge and vital Senſe of - Di- 
vine Revelations. Conſonant to what our Saviour him- 
ſelf expreſly affirms, Joh. 7.17. -1f any Man will do the 
Will of God,: he ſhall know of the Doftrine whether it be 4 
God, or whether 1 ſpeak of my ſelf, 1.e. The true relliſh 
and vital ſenſe of Religion arifes-from a Conformity 'of 
Mind with the :Will of God. So that though Reaſon 
may.furniſh a Man with ſufficient Arguments to aſſure 
him of the Truth of Religion, yet the ſapid guſt. and 
aflefting ſenſe of it flows from the ExpergefaCtion of the 
Intelle&ual Powers into a Divinelife. | 
Ibid. 7o admoniſh them that are going aſtray, to i/lu- 
minate the Eyes of the Mind, to flirengthen the Faith, and 
ro. fix and. imprefs the Argument of Godlineſs upon the 
Soul, theſe and fuch like Things we owe to the bexign In- 
Huence of the Holy Spirit.| It is a very great Indication of 
3 Mal.cious Mind,or.weak and crazy Intelleftuals, when 
Men ſhall load and. burden their Adverfaries with the 
opprobrious 'and Invidious 'Termof Hereſie, as denying 
theAid &Aſliſtance of the Spirit of God to be Neceſſary, 
when they only endeavour to make the Myſtery of our 
Faith, the Oeconomy of Chriſtian Religion to appear 
inall its Parts Rational, 2. e. worthy and becoming of 


_ its Author the Eternal Wiſdom of God. Ir has been 
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efie ill Fortune of ſame Eminent and Tagenious Perfons 


of late to be traduced for Pelagians, Socinians, and what 
not, for no other cauſe that I know of, but becauſe 
they ſpeaks ſenſe, and care not to explicate Religion by. 
unintelligible Words and Phraſes, quaint Allufions and 
odd Simylitudes, but inſtead of all this jingling noiſe, 
they appeal to the Common and Rational Faculties of 

all Mankind. Aad in this they are fo far from laying 
afide or rendring uſeleſs the Aid of the Holy Spirit 'of 
God under the Goſpel, that they freely acknowledge all- 
their ſtrength to derive from his ever-bleſſed Influence, 
that of themſelves they are nothing, but that ic is he 
who works .in them both to-will. «nd to do; and thathe 
is got only the beginner, but Finiſher of every good 


. work. Although perhaps they may not think the Ope-. 


ration of the Spirit of. God to. be. by an Omnipotent 
Power. 8t large, but Hypothetical, and upon certain- 
Terms and.Conditions,: Ike thegreat Formative Power 


_ in Natuee, which. produces not the Lirieaments and-. 


Primigenial Rudiments af: the: Body of 'a Plant or Ani- 
mal out of a Flint, but requires a pliable Ductiliry and 
Sequaciouſneſs in. the Matter it-works upon. 

Pag. 14. Pythagoras, nn Tyanzus who ex- 
dequeoured by Magick Art to keep up the Credit of ſinking 
Idolatry, was famous for Miracles.| That Miracles may 
be wrought by wicked Perſons for ill ends anddefigns, 1s. 
evident not only trom the-Predicon before cited, Dez. 


— 


:13, asalfo from the Miracles wrought by the Egyprian 


'Magicians to invalidate thoſe of Moſes, but likewiſe 
from'the expreſs Propheſie of our Saviour himfelf con- * 
cerning falſe Prophets that ſhould ariſe and fhew 
onkic. preyelhee 3, Tiporre great figns aud wonders, to de- 
ceive, if poſible,even the Ele. And the Apoſtles of our 
Lord: Jeſus foretel{ing the coming of — o | 

cribe: 


feribe it to be 4@7' ifpynay ke amv, t mon Sodue, x; 
odors, 3h, pan 4b S65,after the efficacy of Satan, with all 
Power, and Signs, and Wonders | or Miracles ] of a Lye. 
And St. Fehn ſpeaking of the ſame,Perſon, ſays that he 
ſhall do ode uwezoiha Great Wonders, and deceive them 


that dwell on the Earth, by the means of thoſe Miracles Rev. 13.13,14, 


which he has Power to do in the fight of the Beaſt, Now 
from hence we may colle& theſe things. 1. That true 
Miracles may be wrought by wicked Perſons ; not that 
God doesimmediately concur by his Almighty Power, 
in aſſiſting them to do Miracles to countenance Falſe- 
hoods, and the open Violation of his Laws, but that he 
may permit inviſible created Spirits to exert their Ener- 
gy and. Power in producing Supernatural Effects : 
Whence we have no Reaſon to think that the Miracles, 
foretold to be done by Antichriſt and his Followers, .or 
by falſe Prophets to be mere Juggks and Delufions of 
-our Senſes, but that ſome of them may be real Miracles, 
but becauſe-they are wrought: to confirm-Idolatry,. and 
to eftabliſhſuch Docrines as are phaialy repugnant. to 
the Rational Faculties of Mankind, therefore- we are 
not to heed them, but to: look upon them as 7iggx 
4x5, Miracles of Falſhood,and a Lye. And of this ſort 
were the;Miracleg of Apo/lonize , who-though he might 
dazle the Eyes of ſome: by: the Glittering Brightneſs of 
his Counterfeit Virtues ( it being for the Intereſt of the 
Divels Kingdom that he ſhould at that part well; yet 
he never tranſcended the bounds of the Animal life, but. 


*Origen. cornty. 


was an Archi-mago- or Grand Magician, . as Meragenes, 


who wrote his lite, teſtifies. 2. That God never per- 
mits falſe Prophets to do Miracles by the Aſfiſtance-of 
evil Demons, but only in the Cate of ſuch Falſhoods:3s 
are clearly ditcoverable by the Light of Nature.oy- eom- 
man Dictates of Univerſal and Right Reaſon ;- becauſe 

f 2 it 


[} % 


(6) 
f he ſhould, it would be an- Invincible Temprati- 
on : But ( as our Author ſpeaks a little below ) 
it no way comports with Divine Goodneſs and Vera» 
| city to bear witneſs t0-a falſhood, or to expoſe men in 
things of the greateſt moment to-an-everlaſting and inevi< 
table Deluſion. 3. Fhat Miracles alone are not a-ſuffi> 
cient Confirmation of the Divinity of a DoQtrine, for- 
aſmuch as they have been wrought.by: Pagans, and the 
ſame is afſerted by Buſ/bequius of ſome among the Turks ; 
therefore beſides Miracles, -to-perfe and compleat a 
Divine Teſtimony, there is required Holineſs of life in 
the Perſon that pretends a Divine Miſſion, and a Do- 
Arine worthy of God, and every way uſeful to Man- 
kind. Hence our Author adds, p. 15. That to make up 
a rightFadgment concerning aDivineTeſtimony the matter 
zt.ſelf which is atteſted ought to come into conſideration, 
which if it contain any thing contrary to the ſettled Prin- 
ciples of Nature, thoſe Miracles are not ito be looked upon . 
at:'Divine, but as Diabolical Delufions. ' Therefore. for 
the Writers of the Rowifb Church to: pretend:Miracles 
now; and to rank them-among'the Eſſential Characters 
to prove the Truth of-a Churcti by, as Be/armine does, 
when all men whoſe Eyes are open, diſcover-the grea- 
teſt part of thoſe Miracles to be the Frauds'and.Impo- 
ſtures'of cunning Prieſts, or- if. they were true, it being 
evident that-they are wrought by Apoſtate Spirits for: 
the Confirmation of ſuch Doctrines as: are clearly re- 
pugnant to the ſetled Principles of Kight Reaſon, it-is, 
| &3 To hazard and call .in Queſtion-the- Truth. of thoſe 
Miracles wrought by Chriſt and-'his-Apoſtles for the 
Confirmation of Chriſtianity. And (2. ) to uſe the 
Words of a. karned Manof our own, *Itany ſtrange- 
<chings have been done in that Church, they prove no- 
*thing butthe Truth of- Scripture, which foretold _ 
- ne IS *Gods. 
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*(God's Providence. permitting it, and the Wickedneſs 
© of the World deſerving it). ſtrange Signs and: Won- 
ders ſhould be wrought to confirm falſe Doctrine, that 
* they which love not the Truth ſhould be given over 
*to ſtrong Deluſions. . So that. now we have Reaſon 
rather to ſuſpe& and be afraid of pretended Miracles 
© asſigns of falſe Doctrine, then much to regard them 
*as certain Arguments of Truth. Neither is it ſtrange 
* that God ſhould permit ſome true Wonders to be done; 
© to-delude thoſe who have forged ſo many: Wonders, to 
* deceive the World, 

Pag. 15. Here, lies the Principal Difference between 
Mankind and Brutes in their being capable of Religion.| 
That the Eſſential Difference between Mankind and 
Brutes,does not-lie ſolely and purely in Rationality, ap< 
pears from hence,.. in-that Brutes are capable of Reaſon, 
though in a lower Degree. Andamoreover we canframe. 
a very. Intelligible:Idea of ſuch Creatures as are capable 
of. Reaſon ſo as to. build Cities, and. to. Form and TIn- 
{titute Common-wealths, which yet have no Diſtini- 
on. of moral Good-andEvil, and conſequently are. nei- 
ther capable of rewards nor puniſhments ;. and perhaps- 

ſome ſuck Animals-may be actually exiſtent in ſome 
part or.otherof the World.. But that which conſtitutes 
the.crue difference between Men and Brutes is Religion, 
which the Satyriit took notice of, | 


| Separat hiec nos 


Tuvenal, . 


A grege mutorum, atq; ideo venerabile ſolt. . 


Sortiti ingeniumr divinorumg; capaces. 


Pag. 16. 1f: we once forſake- the guidance of Reaſon, 
- muſt not all Religion be owing either to Education, Super- - 
ſtition, or. ſome Fanatical Impulſe 2 | To him that for- 
ſakes. the ConduR&.of Right-Reaſon all Religions _ 
| alike,. 


Pg 
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alike, and he may as well be.a Mahametan or Few as 
a Chriſtian, and indeed that he has any Religion at all, 
is owing chiefly. to his Education, and the Laws of the 
Country where he lives. But Religion being a mat-" 
ter of choice, there muſt be ſome ſtanding and ferled 
Rule by which to try and judge the Truth or Falſhood, 
the Gongruity or Incongruity of at : And ſuch. a Rule 
as this God has furniſhed Mankind withal, namely 
Right Reaſon, and he that having means and opportu- 
nity totry and examine the Religion-that is propound- 
ed to him as Matter of his Choice, fhall yet careleſſy 
content. himſelf with it, becauſe he has been. educated 
and trained up in it, has his Underſtanding given him 
to no purpoſe, and may juſtly. fear! as a-Puniſhment of 
this lus careleſs Oſcitancy and flotliful Credulity; that 
Providence ſhould permit him to ſwallow great and 
dangerous Errors as well as Truth. For hethatbelieves 
without: Reafon declares himſelf indifferent to believe 
any thing right or wrong. Socrates gives this Com- 
mendation of Cebes, that he was careful to inquireineo 
ell things, and duly weigh them & mow wdficg tdhavnd: 
beoJou, 671 ov 15 error, and would not preſently believe that 
which any Body faid, though otherwiſe he had fufſ- 
cient reſpect unto him. I ſhalt ſubjoin what an excel- 
lent Writer ſpeaks to this Purpoſe: *We ought nor 
* (fays he”, to furrender our belietto any thing careleſly ; 
*nor, cither out of idlenefs and ſloth, or being over- 
*awed by the Confidence which any. men aflume to 
*themſclves, «content our ſelves with an Implicit Faith : 
* Neglecting to ſearch and iny' and prove all Things 
* which demand to have.no lefs then our Souls reſigned 
< up unto. them. . We ought therefore to ſuſpe& thoſe: - 
* who. would have us believe them without:purting our: 
*{elves to thetrouble of much ſearch.. It is a'ſign rhey:' 
<a * mean 
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* mean-to deceive ; for if God himfelf does not expect 
© to be beheved, unleſs rhere be Good witneſs for- that 
to. Which his Ambaſſadours demand Aſent; why 
$ ſhould men þe fo preſumptuous as toask us to believe 
© them blindly ? Or ty Maron we be ſuch Obedient 
© Fools, as to do more for them then God would have 
© us do for himſelf ? He has given us Eyes, and there- 
© fore we Ought to look about us,. efpectally when Men 
«bid us wink and take any thing upon truit, He has 
* endued us with Reaſon,. and therefore we ought ro 
« ſift, 'and try, and examine that which is propounded 
*tous. And it any Body ſay, Do not try, nor exa- 
* mine; you are ndt able todiſcern the Differences of 
© things; Believe as we teach, for we cannot deceive 
«you; Mark. that Man or Company of Men as the 
© greateſt Deceivers, who intend to impoſe ſomething, 
* upon: you,. which will got abide the Teſt. | 

Pag. 17. Keligion va free and ingenuous Thing, that 
. forceth none, but Captivates the Vuderſtanding with its 
ows ſolitary Beanty and Pulchritude.| The Soul of Man 
being the Workmanſhip of the Eternal a5y6- or Wiſ- 
dom of God., and. coming into the World furniſhed 
with the Seeds and Principles of all true Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, however its Lapſe and Degeneracy have 
clouded and darkaned its Tecellectnal Faculties, yet there 
ſtill remaining ſuch a Cognation and Harmony be- 
tween it and Truth, ſhe cannot but embrace it when- 
'ever.duly and advantageouſly propoſed. Now Chriſtian 
Religion being likewiſe the Genuine Qfipring of that 
Wiſdom which has left ſuch viſible CharaCters and Sig- 
ratures of it ſelf upon the whole Frame of Heaven and. 
Earth, thc Soul of Man preſently diſcovers all the 
Beautiful Emanations of it to be Congenerous and Ho-- 


mogeneal to its own IntelleCtual Light, and as all like- 
> IS: 
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-4sattractive of its like, is gently and willinghy captivi- 
ted, and ſweetly drawn as with-ſome hiddetMringsTto a 
_ cloſer and nearer union with it.” And-his is the Reaſon 
why Chriſtianity neither needs, nor uſes Violence or - 
Force to beget Belief and Entertainment in Humane. - 
Minds, becauſe it is made up only of fuch Things as in- 
timately Correſpond with the IntelleQtual Frame and 
« Furniture of the Soul. Nor indeed (ſuppoſing Religion 
to contain any thing contraty*to Right Reaſon) could 
Men ever be torced' to believe it : For ſuch is the Con- 
ſtitution of a Rational Soul, and ſuch are the Efſential 
Impreſles of its Intelletual'Nature, .that no Man can be- 
lieve what he pleaſes, but- is 'fatalſy bound-up to ſuch 
Things as are agreeable £0 thoſe Principles of whichhis 
Rational Nature is compounded. - And if it were in 
the Power of any Man to' believeany thing thoughne- 
ver ſo contradiQtory and nantto the Natural Sen- 
timents and Impreſſions of . his own Mind, he might 
-then yield as firman'Afſent to Falſhood as Truth, and 
repute. all the- Contradi@ions. and Abſurdities: in the 
World to be infallible Oracles. And as he cannot arbi- 
- trariouſly fix his Mind to the Reception of a Falſhood, 
ſoneither of that which is irrational ; for that which is 
an to-Right Reaſon is certainly falſe,and all the 
Difference between them lies' only in the Number of 
Syllables. - a 09: a3 PE pa - 
- Pag. 18. Right Reaſon and DivineWiſdom give the 
Jame Judgment of things.) The Foundation of all Kknow- 
ledge whether Divine or. Humane lics- in the Apprehen- 
ſion of the Idea's, Natures and mutual ReſpeQs and'Re- 
| hations of things ; Now theſe not being Arbitrarious, 
| but ſetled, Eternally fixt' and Immutable, it clearly 
follows-that Right Reaſon-and Divine Wiſdom give the 
fame-Judgmenr of 'Things . Foraſmuch as nor _ 
| Right 
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Right Regſon -is a "Participation of the Divine 
Uaderſtanding , -but likewiſe, that itis no more in 
the Power ot God to change or alter the Idea's, 
Reſpedt, and References of Things, thenir. is in 
his Power to die, or deſtroy his own Being. Hence 
 @ Triangle with- its three Angles equal to two 
ight ones, and all Ides's - with their Immuta- 
ble Reſpects, and Habitudes, appear the ſame in 
Humane Underſtanding as they are Repreſented 
and Exhibited in the Divine Intelle& ; becauſe 
our Underſtanding is an Abſtra& or Copy of the Di- 
| vine Underſtanding z as likewiſe becauſe the con- 
rrary would: undermine and deſtroy the very Foun- 


dation. of. all Knowledge in the World. There- 1. 1.  /;. 


fore it was truly aſſerted by Tuly, E/ Situ : 
uoniam nihil eff Ratione melius, eaq; & in homine 
& in Deo, prima homini cum Deo. Rationts Socte- 
tas: . Tuter quos autem Ratio, . inter eoſdem etiam 
Redla. Ratio communis eſt. Nor do we by this in 
a, Stoical Arrogance: make Man equal: with God, 
as ſome'may fondly imagine : For theDivinelntelle& 
(as our learned Author! ſpeaks) doth intimately 
penetrate: and behold at one view theſe Afﬀettions 
with the Idea's of the things themſelves, and diſcerns 
their: Order and Reciprocations. And this is properly 
called fixed and Stable Reaſon ; whereas Humane 
Underſtanding explicates and unfolds. things ſuc- 
ceſſively . and in order, and this is Reaſon in ſuc- 
ceſſion, or flowing-and moveable Reaſon. | 
Pag.-41. As to other Things we. ought to yield 
an Implicit Faith to Divine Revelation, - &c. |] 


Chriſtian Religion ſufficiently obtains its end, in 
that all thoſe rhings which pertain to Life aad _ 
_ K ine 


finefs, to the' Renovation of Mens Mindeinto the + 
_ faultleſs Image of our Lord Jeſus, are plain and 
imtelligible even to the meaneſt ty ; but 
in fuch thirigs as are of a-more Abſtruſe, Profound, . 
and Speculative Nature, *t-is - ſufficient to have 
an Implicit Faith, 32. e. to believe that the ſenſe of 
all thoſe Things that are delivered and conſign- 
ed ' by Divine Teſtimony, though they tran 
cend my Capacity, whatever it is which was in- 
tended by God, is true. For he that does nor 
ſo, calls God's Truth in Queſtion, Bur to believe 
this or that to be the true ſenſe of them, or to 
believe the Modes: of fach and ſuch Dodrines 
| which are not plainly revealed in- the Holy 
Scriptures, are thus to be explicared, andallother 
xplications 'of them utterly falſe, is not neceſ- 
fary either to 'Fatth or Salvation. For if God 
wonld have had nnder Pain of Damnation thoſe 
DPodtrines which are not {> plainly laid dows, as 
thitt 'alll ſhould have the ſamie Coneeptions of 
Then, to be equally believed by all in this Par- 
ricular and Determinate ſenſe, it could foe con» - 
{ft with his Wiſdom to deliver them in obſcure 
Terms, nor with his Juſtice to require of Men 
to know certainly the meaning of thoſe Words 
which he himſelf has. not revealed. 

Pag. 43. That he may be a Pattern and Exam- 
'ple to w.\ *For (as Laftantius ſpeaks excellently 
© well.) Quomodo poterit amputart excuſatio, - &c. 
* Ze, How can all excuſe be taken away; unleſs' 
_ ©he that teacheth, does the ſame things that he 
'*reacheth, and conduas, and lends his helping 
< hand to him: that follows?. For if he ſhoul L ” 

| u 
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| * ſubjeft to. no Paſſion, a Man might thus reply 


<upon his Teacher ; I would .not fin, but I am 
© overcome, being clotlied with frail and weak 
<Fleſh : This; is at which is angry, which:covets, _ 
$which grieves, which fears to dic. Therefore 
[am ted unwalli , and I fin, not becauſe 1 
6 would, but becauſe I am forced. I am ſenſible 
< hkewiſe that I fin, but the neceſlity of. Humane 


<Frailty compels, which I cannot withſtand. 


©£What ſhall this Teacher of Righteouſneſs an- 
<ſwer to theſe Things? How will he refute or 
© convince that Man who lays the blame of his ſins 
6, is Fleſh,unleſs kehimſfgt be likewiſe clothed 
* withFleſhand Blood,chat ſo he may ſhew thatFleſh 
(it felf is likewiſe capable of the Exerciſe of Virtue ? 
.- Ibid. 7hat be fbould he conceived by the Power 


. of the Holy Ghoſt in the Womb of a Virgin, with- 


out the concurrence of Man, i an excellent Provi- 
fron for :@,bigher eſteem avd Valuation of his Per- 
ſox. | That Chiift ſhauld -be Born of a Virgin 
without the Concurrence of Man, could 'not be 
looked upon as Incredible by. the Pagas World, 
who ſcarce ever had any famous Hero among 
them, hut they preſently found qut ſome God 
for his Father. And Plxtarch in the Life of 
Numa relates; That the Egyptians ſuppoſed it pre- 


bable cnongh vhat the Spirit of the Gads bas gi- 7 _ 


ven Original of Generation to Women, and begot- 
ten fruit of their Badies. And Ladtantius argues 
'the: Reaſonableneſs of the Nativity of Jeſus of 
the Virgin Mary, from what was commonly 
believed among the Heathens concerning other 


Creatures, Quod j Animalia quadam Vento & 
K 2 


Aura 


Demonſir. 
Evangel. 
P. 38s. 
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Aurd concipere ſolere omnibus notum 'eft, cur quiſ- 
quam -mirum putet, cam Spiritu Dei, cui eft facile 
quicquid velit, gravatam efſe Virginem dicimus'2 


The belief of which when facilitated, - will ap- 


- pear an excellent' Proviſion for a higher 'eſteem 


and valuation of the Perſon - of our Saviour. 
Therefore perhaps it was not only' a drunken 
humour in Alexander, when he would be thought 
the Son of Jupiter Hammon, but to make himſelf 
appear more Auguſt and Venerable by'-the -Re- 
putation of being the Son -of -a God. - 'To'this 
parpoſe it is related by ZZuetius that among the 
Turks there are certain Boys, which - they: call 
emdmopac, believed of the common People :to be 
Born of Virgins, and in-great eſteem, as fuppoſed 
to do: ſtrange things :: In the ' Turkiſh. Language 
they are called Nephes-Oglz, i. e.. the' Sons of Soul, 
However thefe Things-be, yetthis:is certain, 'thar 
among all Nations thoſe Perſons'have been always 
had in the'greateft eſteetv and: Vieneration .who 
have been raken-to be [tle immediate Offspring 
of God. And'this was it which put P2/aze into 
ſuch a great Fear; - wlien the Fews- told him that 
our Saviour aſſerted himſelf to- be the Son” of - 
God, Foh. 19.8. imagining according/to the Opi- 
nioa of the Gentiles that he' might be the Son of 
Jupiter or Apollo, or ſome other of their Deities, 
and conſequently that he ought-rather to be-reve-- 
renced, then given up to be.Crucified. » © 

| Ibid. Adds the greater Majeſty to what he ſhould 
deliver. | From hence it was that moſt of the ' 
Legiſlators among the Heathen, that they .. 
might obtain the greater Credit and Veneration :- 

3 | to 


(93) . - 
to their Laws, ' were. wont to-tell the.People.they 
received them from fome God or other. As My; 
2ias perſuaded the Egypriens, that he was. taught 
. his Laws. by Mercary : Minos intiguled- lis 10 Fs; 
piter; and Zamolxis among the Gezes, to the God- 
deſs Veſta. Now albeit theſe were. but Fictions, 
yet from the: DiRates of common Reafon they 
all concluded thus much; that there :was no_ Law 
ſo-binding, or that carried- greater. Majeſty and 
Authority, then that which .had Divinity ſtam- 
ped upon it. | ns 
., Ibid. Nor could God fignifie his will more agree- 
able to the Nature of Man. * Admirably to this 
© Purpoſe the forecited; Lattantiue diſcourſes x 
© where, ſhewing- how: highly Reaſonable it was 
© that Chriſt ſhould, take upon him our Fleſh, . he 
*adds, Si werd fit Immortalis, exemplum proponere 
* hamini nullo modg:;poteſt——.,1..e. If he had been 
* wholly : Immortal., he could not have. offered 
© himſelf as an Example to Mankind; -for ſome 
* orave Perſon would: be very apt thus to beſpeak 
* him; you indeed do not fin, becaule you are free 
© from-this Body ; you covet not, becauſe an Im- 
©* mortal Being wants nothing: But I have .need 
© ofmany Things to maintain-this life of mine. You 
*are not afraid of Death, becauſe it can have no 
* Dominion over you. Youdeſpiſe Pain, becauſe 
*you- are Impaſſibic. But I poor. Mortal have 
© reaſon to fear both , becauſe they ' bring upon 
* me ſuch grievous Torments as weak and infirm 
© Fleſh is not able to endure. Therefore * he 
© that is a Teacher of Virtue ought to take away 
©this excuſe from mea, that none may aſcribe his 
© fins rather to Neceſlitythen his ownfault. And = 
e 
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he may be every way c 


Contra Cel.. 
P P. I 6 3 « 


ay ing ought to be 
« objected againſt him by im that is tobe taught » 
< As if any one ſhould fay,” you- command Impoſ - 
© Bibilities, he' may readily: anſwer; Behold 1 do -. 

© the fame things: T am clothed with Fleſh, whoſe 
< Property is to fin, yet I bear about a Mortal Bod: 

<xyithout fin. T cannot for Righteouſneſs ſake e1- 
< ther ſuffer Pain or ' Death, 'becaviſe I am frail ; 
*Behold Pain and'Death hath' Power on me; an 

©T overcome thoſe things which thou feareſt, that 
*I may make thee _— over Pain andDeath, 
< I go firſt through thoſe things which thou pre- 


*tendeſt thou canſt not bear ; if thou canſt 'not 
« follow me in what I command, yet ſurely theu 
©mayft follow me going before thee. -- Thus all 
© manner of excuſe is taken away , and every 
< Man muſt confeſs that 'tis his own fault that 


©che Teacher of all Virtue, but the- Guide and 
*ConduRtortoit. | | Fa 

© And if any ſhall Obje&t with that Impious 
Ppicurean, and ask, Why could: not God appear, 
and at oncetake away all wickednefs and fin:out of 
the Soul, and. plant Virtue there ? 'To this Origen 
replies, 1. That it 'may well be doubted & Ivre. 
79 ig Th quoe 70 7oifrov. whether ſuch a thing be 
naturally poſſible or not. - 2. Suppoſing it be, 
75 fv 764 avg where will be the Liberty of 
our will > and where that -laudable-Aſent ro the 
Truth, and Averſfation from Lies and Falſhood? 
For if we take away Liberty and Spontaneity, we 


<*he is Vitious, in negleCting to follow net only 


' - deſtroy -the very Eſſence 'of Virtue. Sb that no 


Courle could have been taken more. —_ 
Y, 7 RAC 
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(7s) E- 
and faitable to the Nature of Man, then what is 
made choice of in the Chriſtiag.Religion 

| Ibid. God cannot appear to ws but under ſome cor- 


| © porcal Veil.) The Eflences of 3ll. Things and fo of 


irits are inviſible, and nothing can be the Obje& 
our Senſes, but nnder . ſome Corporeal Modifi- 
cation ; therefore the Evangelical Oeconomy requi- 
ring not only that the Perſon. who ſhould come from 
God toinſtru the World ſhould he intimately and 
Hypoltatically united with the Divine Nature, to 
' conciliate.the Greater Majeſty to what-he ſhould 
deliver, but likewiſe that he ſhould appear to Men 
in ſome viſible form and; ſhape. Divine Wiſdom 
thought nothihg-a more ſitting Manſion, or Cove- 
om | a humane Body, partly becauſe an Ange- 
. lical Body had been impalilible, and then that we 
might not loſe that Natural encouragement and 
Provocation to Virtue flowing from the Example of 
one made after our own likeneſs, who by thoſe ma- 
ny endearing Circumſtances he might make uſe of 
in the Fleſh, would more Powerfully captivate and 
attract Humane Souls to: the Love and Obedience 
of him. And therefore /g»atius in his Epiſtle to 
the Epheſians does juſtly condema ſore Hereticks 
in oO, :who ſaid that our ys Chriſt 
' T5 Shue ja wiicouu avipone),, was only a putative 
| Man, -8« LIAN dranuptiey owpece, and that he did 
not take ——_— a true _ lh 74 —_ 
Pap. 44.. Who ſpake very doubtfuily of It. en 
| Sorrnnr had beoaghe as good Ar onionts for the 
Immortality of the Soul as he could, yet Simmzias 


thought he had Reaſon to.fay, that to know any ,, ,,... 
thing clearly of it in this life, was.cither iSrarov, i Plarenic: 


MY: 
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Tuſcul. Queſt, 
Lib. I. 


ſed by $&. Jade v. 15. 16, in reciting the Prophecy 
| TOP z 


meyers, impoſſible, or a thing extremely diſcide: 


- But ( ſays he) -a Man muſt cliooſe the! beſt Reaſon 
| le can' find, which are leaſt; liable'ro Exteption ; 


*- ous 
and hemuſt reins a og mo rare in theſe,and: 
Sail by them through'this life; & pi #531 ayro dye. 
pens ng phones im ſorCayortos To puect oY 
Adye beds mw6s torrropevtiray, i e. unleſs: he. can be fo 
happy as to be carried fafer with leſs.danger, in 
a LL ſtedfaſt Chariot of ſome Divine Word, *.2. 
Revelation; which is not only a clear acknowledps+ 
ment - that meer natural Reaſon is at a4ofs, but a 
kind of Faticination of an indubitable certainty, - 
and perfe& ſecurity;of Immortal life to be expeed 
from-ſome Divine Revelation : And accordingly :is 
naw ptit out ofall-doubt-by our. Lord and Saviour, 
who has' brought Life and Immortality ' to: light 
through theGoſpel.Nor could that excellentPhiloſo- 
pherC#rero ſpeak with greaterConfidence, for.when 
he had weighed all things on both/Parts, he knew 
not what to ſay but this, Zarum igitu# Sententiarum, 
que vera fit, Dew aliqus viderit.. i. e. Which of 
theſe Opinions is'true, ' God only knows; | 
+ - Pag. 46. Since (God cannot execute this. Solemn 
Fadgment, but under a viſible ſhape That out. Lord 
-Jeſus ſhould: appear ati the End of .the. World: in 


ſome viſtble ſhape and form, and in that paſs a Fi- 


nal doom upon-altRefraQory and -Impenitent Sin- 
ners, ſeems highly Rational, there being-no other 
"way whereby 1o effetually and -ſenſibly ro con- 


' vince Atheiſtical Perſons:of the Exiſtence of God 


and his -Steady- and All-comprehenſive Providence - 
in ruling all things. And this ſeems to be expreſ- 


ſs Aa 

of 'Endeb, er one End -ofth&Appearance of our 
Saviour with his Holy Myriads: is, «forthe Con- 
vition of the & ueatprotir deefoiis thoſe wicked fin- 
tiers who 1 SN ve cones to aQ-untighteouſly 
ire dic} Nb probridnugand-con- 
Wo T of ys he all Religion, Nor is 
his op Hh. tothe Terreſtrial ſtare of life, for 
it is probable that many Spirits may be tainted 
with the ſame Atheiftical conceits 'in the Aereal 
Re ons, and 'may' reſolve. all Things there like- 
_ Wile info blind Chance” and Fortune: Now when 
_ ourLord Jefus, accordingto the clear Prediftions 'of 
ww ta Scr _ , ſhall chink fit ro put an Ead tothe 
irs Wks tower World, and to that 

NE fhall-rifbly- deſcend from Heaven with an 
able Cot ny of fry: Angels, makin "g 

_ thoſe Regjotis/ rough which they paſs brigh 
before them with the glory and luſtre of their Ce- 
 eftiaf Bodies, and in this Poſture ſhall for fome 
time face Earth, and: after 'thatdreadfal Sen- 
terice pronounced i} on wicked Men and the Apo- 
Rare Spirits of the Air, by his ftupendious Power 
ſhalt excite all the Principles of Fire both in Earth 
and” Air,” to perfett a General and Univerſal Con- 
mn on of this Terreftrial'Wortd for the Puniſh- 
of- theRebellious'Crue ; this will' be (uch an 
and ſurprizing Teſtimony and pc 
Proof the Immediate Hand of God, as muſt and 


_ will convince 'the moſt wretched 2nd deplorable 


notwithſtanding the Courſenefs and Stubbornneſs 
of their Natures , both' of his Being and Provi- 


Pag. 47. He who after an Humble, Pious, and 


Attentiv? metghing of things, "25 yet fall into Er- 
ror 
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ror} * All Error is not alike hurtful and dangerous; k | 
rely and ſimply Involunta» 


_The PREFACE. 
tion and meaning of the Author in this Di- 
ſcourſe, the Anthoriry of the Primitive 
Church before the Times of Apoſtaſic, and: 
ofReformedChurches in fuchThings where- 
in they generally - agree with rhe Primutive 
times wherein the Church was Symmerral, 
1s to be taken 1n as one ſolid Reaſon of our 
Faith and Belief. For the Spirit of Propheſte, 
which is the Teſtimony of Jeſus, having ſo 
clearly predicted the Times of the Apoſtaſie 
of the Churck it is manifeſt that the Au- 
thority and Profeflion of theAnctentChurch 
winle it was Symmetral and Apoſtolical 
ought to be had in the greateſt Eſteem and. 
Veneration, and ſtand as a light whereby 
to. ſteer ſafe from thoſe dangerous Rocks of 
Errors upon whichthey that have neglected, 
this and ventured. wholly to their own Rea- 
fon have ſplit themſelves. Nor is the Au- 
thority of our own Church to be leſs re- 
mae, for the being with the reſt. of Re- 

rmed Chriſtendom ſo plainly indigitated 
and pointed at. by the Riting of the Witneſ- 
fes in that Divine Book of the Apocalypſe, 
unmediately upon which follows that joy- 
tul Acclamation in Heaven, Fhe Kingdoms 
. of this World are become the Kingdoms of our 
Eord and bis Chrift, ut cannot be but a migh- 
'ty Confirmation and ſtrengrthning to any. 
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Man's Faith to ſce faicleara Tefimony and 

Approbation of that Chirch whercot he/18 
a Mcmber. given: by: tha: Spint . of Pro» 
pheſie, that ir is really emerged and riſen in- 
co the ſtate and condition of the Church 
whea it was Symmetral and Apoſtolical: 
And this will farther appear ta-bc, of huge 
Conſequence to private men, arid of bur 
mean. Capacity in the dicuſſing of Things. 
For they being neither Pluloſophcrs, :nor 
eviding themſelves by that Sjxvfera of the 
Unapoſtatized Church, nor of our own 
Church reformed into the Condition of the 
Charch while ic comtimu'd Symmetral, if they 
be-ptrt and confident,or follow ſuch pert & 
confidentGuides mro what.Errors may they 
notrun!Wherefore here ſuch of thePopulacy 
will find a folid and ſure-Ruke for their ſafe 
condutt and. guidance:m rendring- an. Ac: 
caurit or Reaſon of their Faith. Theſe things 
I have hintcd as well ro .prevenc all {inifter 
Interpretations of the Senfe of that Pious and 
Learned Prclare now wnh God, as to free 
my felt from all Sufpicion:in my Azerorations 
of ſetring up Private Reafonagainit the Au- 
thotity of the Anacht and Unapoftacized 
Church; or our own Charch ſo excellently 
well cemper'd and reformed according co the 
PrigutyePartern, — RL, 
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READER, 


Hat I may do ri gh to that Great and 
" - Excellent Perſon che Author of this 
Diſcourſe have adventured to pub- 


lifh, and likewiſe obviate all Cavils and 


Miſtakes which freakiſh Wits may make up- 
oh the Account of giving a Reaſon of our 
Faith, it will beneedtul ro fuggeſt ſomthing 
by vITe - - - x us 
1. That this Diſcourſe 1s principally le- 
ved (as is intimated by the ReverendyzAu- 
char himſelf) againft Enthuſiaſts and Diffs : 
The one prerending to immediate Inf] _ 
es of 
their own Private Spirits as the ſole Crite- 
Tim © know and diſcern the Will of God, 


though rhey be never fo extravagant and 


Contraty to the common Reaſon of Man- 
kind : And the other pleading only for a 
Natural Religion in oppoſition to any Par- 


ticalar Mode or bl of Divine Revelarton ; 
And hence though they profeſs to acknow- 


. ledgea God and Providence, yet have with- 


al a mean and low efteem of the Scriptures 


. and Chriſtianity, as if the Chriſtian Religi- 
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on were a thing that could not wdllbe Apo-* | 


logized for, nor any fair and rational Ac- 
count given of it. Wherefore Theiſm be- 
ing ſo oppoſite ro Chriſtian Religion as 
Chriſtian, and the Natural Current of En- 
thuſiaſm falling ac laſt into down-right 
Atheiſm, ic became neceſſary ro Aſlert. a 
Modeſt and Diſcrcetuſe of Reaſon inThings 
of Religion, and to ſhew that che Chriſtian 
Religion will bear the: ſtricteſt and ſevereſt 
Tryal of Right and unprejudic'd Reaſon. 

2ly. Thar our Learned Author had no 
Intent or Deſign to aber or countenance 
Capricio's of ſuch pert perſons as. think 
themſclves obliged tobelieve and profeſs no- 
thing more then they can. maintain by their 
own ſolitary Reaſon applying it ſelf to the 
Scriptures. Which PreſfumptiOn whar ſtrange 
work it hath made inthe World is evident 
from. the Socinians and other Sectariſts, wha 
upon this very Ground are really bewildred 
in their Speculations of Things, and under 
Pretence of Reaſon have obtruded ' their 
awn Fancies upon the World, and yentcd 
ſuch crude and indigeſted Norions as are 
not. only inconſiſtent with the clear Current 
of Scripture, but contrary to the ſenſe of 
the beſt and pureſt Antiquuty. | 
Wherefore (34.) according tothe. inten- || 
| ton F- 
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blindly: and fortuitouſly , this Aſſent is no- way 
_ xommendable,and an Involuntary:- Error after aclear 
and well qualified fearch isto be preferred betore it. 
I have now finiſhed my Annotations upon this 
Excellent Diſcourſe, in which I have endeavoured 
to illuſtrate and confirm ſuch Things, as our Re- 
verend Author. has but lightly touched, at leaſt 
could not largely inſiſt upen in that conciſe way of 
a Sefmon. And this I have the more readily per- 
formed, becauſe I judged a Diſcourſe of this Nature 
by a Perſon of ſo extraordinary Piety , ſuch clear 
Intellefuals,' and fo every way accomplifht as our 
Author was, could not prove unacceptable to any 
of the Lovers of Truth and Ingenuity ; and like- 
wiſe that I might do Honour to his Venerable 
Nameand Memory fromwhom I had'the Happineſs 
of recdving the tirſt Rudiments of Academical 
Learning, This1 affirm moreover {with an Hum: - 
ble Deference to better and more inlightned Judg- 
- ments) that ' ſuch an Explication. of .Religion” as - 
our Reverend and Learned Author drives at, is the 
moſt likely way not only to ſilence the bold Cavils 
of Enthuſiaſts and Atheiſts, but to eradicate all 
carnal and ſenſual DoErines and Opinions, and to 
bring on through the Aſſiſtance of the Mighty Spi- 
rit of God (whoſe preſence is never wanting to the 
ſincerely Conſcientious) that Bleſſed and deſirable 
* State of theChurch,thePbz/adel/phian interval which 
ourLord and Saviour will all along fill with Glork 
ous Manifeſtations of his Power and Providencs. 
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